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Conference on Arabsat opens today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Arab scientists, educationalists and scholars 
gathered here on Friday to participate in a two-day seminar on the 
role of Arabsat, the Arab World’s first satellite communications 
system, in developing regional culture and education, which 
opens on Saturday under the patronage of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. The seminar is organised by the Arab 
Thought Forum and gains importance since itis the first ever Arab 
seminar to tackle the present and future uses as well as the 
short-coatings of Arabsat (A- 1) and Arabsat (A-2), which were 
launched into orbit around earth last January and June. Reports 
indicate that 13 out of the 22 Arab countries in the Arabsat group 
are making use of both satellites in telecommunication. The rep- 
orts said A-l and A-2 had been used for some television exc- 
hanges in the- region and that their functions were limited by a 
shortage of ground stations to receive the satellites’ signals. 
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Higher education 
minister returns 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Higher Education Nassereddin AI 
Assad returned to A mman Friday 
after a four-day visit to Egypt dur- 
ing which he met with Egyptian 
Prime Minister Ali Lutfi and Egy- 
ptian Minister of Hi gh er Edu- 
cation Fathi Mohammad Ah. Dr. 
Assad said he discussed wish his 
Egyptian counterpart educational 
and cultural topics which will be 
submitted to the higher 
Jordanian-Egyptian joint com- 
mittee. during its next meeting 
here in April. 


Ramadan receives 
Haj Hassan 


BAGHDAD (Petra) —Iraqi first 
Deputy Prime Minister Taha 
Yasin Ramadan on Friday rec- 
eived Labour and Social Dev- 
elopment Minister Khaled AI Haj 
Hassan where the two sides dis- 
cussed relations between Jordan 
and Iraq and ways erf further bol- 
stering these relations. The mee- 
ting was attended by Jordan’s 
ambassador to Baghdad. Mr. Haj 
Hassan is here to take part in an 
Arab labour conference. 


Avnery expelled 


■: i 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An official 
government spokesman said that 
Israeli journalist Uri Avnery has 
been expelled from Jordan on 
Thursday after it was discovered 
that he entered Jordan using a 
West German passport. The gov- 
ernment spokesman said the jou- 
rnalist, who entered in his capacity 
as representative of a West Ger- 
man magazine, had given false, 
information about himself to the" 
Jordanian embassy in Cairo to "get 
an entry visa to Jordan. The off- 
icial said that Mr. Avnery arrived 
in Amman on Feb. 27 with a group 
of tourists comingfram Cairo. The 
Jordanian official denied reports 
that Mr. Avnery met in Amman 
with any Jordanian official. Acc- 
ording to the official, the Jor- 
danian authorities deported the 
journalist to Cairo via the Queen 
Alia International Airport. 


U.S. unemployment 
goes up to 7.3% 


WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
civilian unemployment jumped 
0.6 percentage point to 73 per 
cent in February, the largest 
one- month gain in nearly six 
years, the Labour Department 
said on Friday. Analysts said they 
were puzzled over the unexpected 
surge and pointed to unusually 
severe weather after an abn- 
ormally mQd January as their best 
guess. 


Reagan names Habib 
as special envoy 
to Central America 


WASHINGTON (AP) - Pre- 
sident Ronald Reagan, faced with 
growing congressional opposition 
to his plan to give SI 00 million to 
anti -government rebels in Nic- 
aragua (See page 8), on Friday 
named diplomatic troubleshooter 


Philip Habib as^iis^pecial rep- 


resentative to Central America. 
Mr. Reagan said Mr. Habib's mis- 
sion is “to achieve a diplomatic 
solution'* in Nicaragua. 
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King 


receives 
EC emissary 


AMMAN (Agencies) — His Majesty King 
Hussein received at Ai Nadwa Palace Friday 
evening Dutch Foreign Minister Hans van 
den Broek. The meeting was attended by 
Prime Minister Zaid AI Rifai, Chief of the 
Royal Court Marwan A] Qasem, Court Min- 
ister Adnan Abu Odeh, chief of the Armed 
Forces, Gen. Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker, For- 
eign Minister Taher AI Masri, Jordanian 
ambassador at the European Community 
(EC) and the Dutch ambassador in Jordan. 

will visit Egypt next week for talks 
on the stalled Middle East peace 
process with President Hosoi 
Mubarak and other officials. 

Egypt is also expected to brief 
Mr. Muiphy on last week's riots by 
police conscripts in which 107 
people were killed and major 
damage was caused to tourist fac- 
ilities near the Pyramids, the sou- 
rce said. 


The Dutch, curTeot holders of 
the rotating EC presidency, were 
asked at a meeting of community 
foreign ministers here last mouth 
to make contact with Jordan, the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and other parties in the 
Middle East conflict. 


'A Dutch spokesman said in 
die Hague Mr. Van den Broek was 
to leave on Friday for Amman to 
initiate a round of ministerial and 
diplomatic contacts as part of a 
European attempt to break the 
current stalemate in Middle East 
peace negotiations. 

The mission follows a call by 
Egyptian President Hosni Mub- 
arak for Western Europe to play a 
greater role in the region and a 
European tour by Israeli Prime 
Minster Shimon Peres during 
which he called upon his hosts to 
aid the peace process. 

Mr. Van den Broek called for a 
more active EC role after last 
Toonth’r fbreign'mmiscers? "mee- 
ting but he stressed that com- 
munity efforts to mediate would 
be low-key although intensive. 

It was not to be a higlPprofile 
initiative, he told reporters, “we 
are thinking about quiet dip- 
lomacy." 

In the last eight weeks. Mr. Van 
den Broek has had talks with the 
King, fires. US. Middle East 
envoy Richard Murphy and Egy- 
ptian Foreign Minister Ismat 
Abdul Meguid. 


Murphy to visit Cairo 


In Cairo, a U3. embassy sou- 
rce told Reuter that Mr. Murphy, 
assistant US. secretary of state. 


The source told Reuters that 
Mr. Morphy was accompanying 
Vice-President George Bosh on 
an official visit to Tunis on Sat- 
urday and would make a two-day 
side-trip to Cairo, though the 
exact timing was not yet known. 

In Washington, Charles Red- 
man. State Department deputy 
spokesman, said Mr. Murphy, will 
make “some other stops in the reg- 
ion" beyond accompanying 
Vice-President Bush on his pla- 
nned visit to Tunisia. . . 

The White House announced 
toe^ice^presidenfstr^to Tunisia 
earlier in the day. 

"Ambassador Murphy will acc- 
ompany the vice president," 
Redman said. "He will be making 
some other stops m the region 
after that But as is customary, we 
won’t announce details of his iti- 
nerary in advance.'" 

The deputy spokesman raid he 
was unable to offer much detail on 
Mr. Murphy’s planned discussions 
in the MxJdle East. But he did tell 
reporters he would steer them 
away from anticipating any new 
US. initiative on the peace pro- 
cess at this time. Mr. Murphy will 
be “concentrating on bilateral 
matters during these visits," 
Redman said. 



TREE- PLANTING CELEBRATIONS: 
Their Majesties King Hussein mid Queen Now on 
Friday patronise annual tree-planting celebrations 
at AI Basse in Forest organised by the Royal Society 
for the Conservation of Nature (RSCNjTin coo- 


peration with the Ministry of Agriculture. The cer- 
emonies were attended by RSCN President Anise 
Muasher and society members. Ministry of Agr- 
iculture Under-Secretary Salem AI l^iwzi and sen- 
ior officials (Petra photo) 


Egypt investigating 
‘foreign’ role in riots 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Egy- 
ptian Prime Minister All Lutfi said 
in an interview published on Fri- 
day that his government was inv- 
estigating whether riots in Cairo 
last week were incited by a foreign 
government. 

"Perhaps a foreign country inc- 
ited the rebels. Maybe they were 
domestic elements. This wifi all be 
clarified by the investigation,” Mr. 
Lutfi told the Israeli AI Ham- 
ishm&r daily. 

Mr. Lutfi, in his first interview. 
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According to figures given to 
the paper by Deputy Interior Min- 
ister Farouk AI He ini, 79 con- 
scripts, two police officers, one 
army officer and 25 civilians were 
killed during the disturbances. 

Helicopter gunships mowed 
down many of the rioting con- 
scripts who went on the rampage 
in Cairo and four other areas after 
hearing a rumour that their con- 
scription period would be ext- 
ended for another year. 

AI Ahram also quoted another 


Ah last year, declined' farther 
comment on the cause of the vio- 
lent police mutiny that killed at 
least 107 people and wounded 
mote than 700. 

Turning to Egypt’s festering 
border dispute with Israel over the 
Taba beach strip in northern Sinai, 
Mr. Lutfi said he believed the area 
would soon be restored to Egy- 
ptian sovereignty. 

The dispute over the - ooe- 
square-kfiometre beach "will 
soon be solved," he raid (See page 
2 ). 

According to die semi-official 
Egyptian daily AI Ahram. Egy- 
ptian authorities are hunting more 
than 8.000 police conscripts mis- 
sing after talk week's riots. 


saying 'lfiat 
21.644 conscripts of the 282,000 
strong force would be discharged 
by mid-March. 

He said 650 conscripts had been 
arrested and police and troops 
were hunting for 8,011 others fol- 
lowing the destruction erf five hot- 
els and other businesses at a cost 
of around S105 million. 


About 400 conscripts were sur- 
rendering daily to police hea- 
dquarters throughout the country, 
he said. _ 

Interior Minister Zaki Badrtold 
AI Ahram that police conscripts 
included an assortment of "men- 
tally retarded people, professional 
trouble makers, in addition to cri- 
ppled and sick elements." 


Pretoria lifts emergency, frees detainees 


JOHANNESBURG (Agencies) 
— The government on Friday lif- 
ted a seven-raonth-old state of 
emergency imposed in 23 unrest- 
hit areas of South Africa, and pol- 
ice said about 330 detained act- 
ivists were released. 

President P.W. Botha and Law 
and Order Minister Louis le Gra- 
nge issued a proclamation in Pre- 
toria ending the 229-day eme- 
rgency. The detainees were freed 
just after midnight from po lice sta - 
rioos around the country. 

Released activists embraced 
one another in emotional scenes 
of jubilation at Khotso House, an 
office building housing anti- 
gove rumen t groups in downtown 
Johannesburg. 

But their joy was tempered by 
anger at alleged assaults and mis- 
treatment in custody, and most of 
those released vowed to return 
immediately to the anti-apartheid 


campaign. 

“Although the state of eme- 
rgency has been formally lifted, 
there is stDl an undeclared state of 
emergency^ there- are still many 
: detained. The government 
said it will give police more 


Grange caused dismay among civil 
rights groups by saying that the 
government would shortly pro- 


pose new legislation to help' the 
jrder. 


powers. This is just an attempt to 
fool the outside world,’ 


said Ism- 
ail Momoniat of the Transvaal 
Indian Congress. He was detained 
on July 21 last year, the day the 
emergency was imposed. 

Although Mr. Botha said on 
Tuesday that declining violence 
allowed him to lift the emergency. 
Mr. Momoniat said," more people 
are dying every month, unrest is 
on the increase. We see the lifting 
of the emeigency as the gov- 
ernment admitting that it has fai- 
led completely in its objectives." 

Mr. Botha announced on Tue- 
sday that he would lift the eme- 
rgency. But both he and Mr. Le 


security forces maintain o: 

The geographic extent of the 
emergency has varied from time to 
time. It affected about a third of 
South Africa's 33 million Inh- 
abitants. mainly in and around the 
cities of Johannesburg, Cape 
Town and Port Elizabeth. 


During foe emergency, an est- 


imated 750 people died in con- 
tinued anti-apartheid riots in 
black townships, belying official 
claims that foe measures were 
helping to control foe unrest. 

Pretoria's decision to lift the 
emergency has been welcomed in 
South Africa and overseas, alt- 
hough opponents of foe gov- 
ernment are concerned by its 
plans for new security legislation. 


Aquino swears in 17 new ministers 


MANILA (Agencies) — Phi- 
lippines President Corazon Aqu- 
ino swore in 17 new ministers on 
Friday and named her choice for 
foe key Labour Ministry post, 
almost completing foe cabinet of 
her 10-day-old government. 

A presidential spokesman said 
she would soon also name a min- 
ister for agrarian reform. But she 
consigned to the dustbin the Min- 
istry of Human Settlements, set up 
by ex-President Ferdinand Mar- 
cos in 1978 specially for his wife, 
Imelda. 

In forming the new cabinet on 
Friday. Augusto Sanchez, a mem- 
ber of the National Assembly and 
a human rights lawyer respected 
ty both management and trade 
unions, was named as labour min- 
ister by Mrs. Aquino. 

In another development, foe 
Philippines and China agreed Fri- 
day to exchange scholars and art- 
ists, the first accord signed by Pre- 
sident Aquino’s government with 
a foreign country. 


Chinese Culture Minister Zhu 
Muzhi, who signed the agreement 
along with Vice-President Sal- 
vador Laurel, said it was "a good 
starting point" for broadening ties 
between foe two nations. 

The Aquino government was 
also poised on Friday for a bre- 
akthrough in its national rec- 
onciliation plans with the exp- 
ected arrival from abroad of Mus- 
lim rebel leaders who have been 
fighting for greater autonomy in 
the southern Philippines. 

The independent ManilaTimes 
said foe leaders, some 
l m Malaysia, hoped to meet 
Mrs. Aquino to discuss the future 
of foeiriong secessionist battle in 
the mainly Muslim region erf wes- 
tern Mindanao. 

A presidential spokesman said 
an emissary from one Mindanao 
rebel group was already in the cap- 
ital waiting to meet Mrs. Aquino. 

The Manila Times said that 
among Muslim leaders expected 
to return to Manila on Saturday 


were top commanders of the Mora 
National Liberation Front 
(MNLF). 

MNLF leader Nur Misuari said 
in Kuwait on Thursday foe group 
planned to "give peace a chance" 
under Mrs. Aquino. 

However, Hire Communist lea- 
der Mr. Mjsurai said an end to fig- 
hting depended on the attitude of 
military leaders. 

The government also cancelled 
the passports of Mr. Marcos, nine 
members of his family and 79 ass- 
ociates who fled with him to the 
United States. . 

It appeared to be a move to 
block the return to the Philippines 
of the former president and his 
entourage. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman, 
who spoke to AP on condition he 
not be identified, said the action 
meant that foe Marcoses and the 
others will not be able to travel 
from one country to another. 

The ministry move affects 89 
people. 


Chad says 
864 rebels 
killed 


N'DJAMENA (R) — Chadian 
troops killed 864 rebel soldiers in 
fighting in the north of foe country 
two days ago, Foreign Minister 
Gouara Lasso u said on Friday. 

Mr. Lasso u told N'djamena 
Radio that government forces 
were stDl pursuing rebel forces 60 
kilometres north of Kalait, a town 
which had been attacked by sup- 
porters of Libyan-backed former 
President Goukouni Oueddei for 
the second time in two weeks. 

The rebels said on Thursday 
they were still in control of Kalaic, 
a strategic town whjch commands 
access to the eastern Chadian city 
■ of Abeche. 

The vast Central African nation 
has been split into a rebel- and 
Libyan-held north and a 
government-controlled south 
since a previous round of fighting 
in 1983. 

Mt. Lassou’s statement, which 
said 456 rebels were wounded, 
sharply raised the rebel death toll 
from a provisional 150 given in a 
N'djamena Radio broadcast. 

Mr. Lassou putgovemment los- 
ses at 18 killeo and 64 wounded. 

He said government forces bad 
destroyed 48 enemy vehicles and 
seized many more, including jeeps, 
equipped with machine guns, 
trucks and three Brazilian-made 
Cascavel tanks. 

Another senior Giadian official 
said on Thursday Libyan troops 
were in flight after being routed by . 
forces of President His&ene Habre 
south of the 16th parallel dividing 
Chad into the rebel-held north 
and government-control led south . 

Moumine . Hamidi. vice- 
‘ president of Chad's National Con- 
sultative Council (parliament), 
said Libya was still reinforcing its 
positions in northern Chad how- 
ever and the situation in the war 
’zone remained tense. 


U.S. cuts 
interest rates 


WASHINGTON (R) — The US. 
central bank an Friday lowered its 
key discount rate to 7.0 per cent 
from 7.5 in a move that is expected 
to lead to cats in other interest 
rates and give a boost to tbe nat- 
ion’s economy. 

The cut in foe rate, which is foe 
interest the central bank charges 
on loans to financial insfontions, 
brought it to its lowest level since 
July 1978. 

The Fed’s discount rate cat fol- 
lows a cut by West Germany’s 
Bundesbank of its discount rate by 
a half posit to 3.5 per cent, and a 

dtecoont rate to 4.0 per cent from 
4.5 (See page 7). 


Iraq reports retaking 
important mountains 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said on 
Friday it had recaptured two imp- 
ortant and their four 

peaks from Iran in a 43-hour bat- 
tle on the northern Gulf war front- 

A military communique said 
troops including » special com- 
mando forces launched their att- 
ack at 8 pm. (1700 GMT) on 
Wednesday in the Chwarta area of 
Iraqi Kurdistan. 

* ‘A fierce battle raged until 3 :30 
p.m. (1230 GMT) today... corpses 
of the enemy littered the mou- 
ntains and foe valleys." the com- 
munique said. 

Iran 'launched an attack into 
northern Iraq on Feb. 25, fol- 
lowing another attack on Iraq’s 
southern Fao Peninsula two weeks 
earlier. 

It claimed later that it had occ- 
upied more than 300 square kil- 
ometres of Iraqi territory in the 
Chwarta area, north of the pro- 
vince capital, Sulaymaniyeh. 

Iraq is still trying to dear the 
Fao Peninsula. 

Another Baghdad communique 
said on Friday that despite bad 
weather, three columns continued 
to bombard Ir anian troops in that 
area and helicopter g unship s flew 
101 missions against them. 

Iraqi forces also appeared to be 
massing for a new attack on Ira- 
nian invaders entrenched in foe 
Fao Peninsula. 

Reuter correspondent Subhy 
Haddad reported from dose to the 
front that the Iraqis were almost 
ready for a strong attack. 

“From foe heavy Iraqi buildup 
it was dear that foe Iraqis were 
prepa ring a major, imminent att- 
ack on the Iranian troops enc- 
ircled in Fao,” the ‘disused oflport 
they occUpiedaJrnost araonth ago, 
Haddad said. 


General Tala’a AI Douri, com- 
mander erf one of three columns 
pounding (he Iranians, told Reu- 
ters it was impossible to move 
armour to the front lines, but he 
said the I ranians had lost "more 
troops in this battle than in all foe 
previous battles since the start of 
the wax five and a half years ago 


Adz calls for review 
of Syrian and Libyan status 


Meanwhile, Iraqi Foreign Min- 
ister Tareq Aziz has called for a 
review erf Libya and Syria’s mem- 
bership of the Arab League bec- 
ause of their continued support for 
Iran. 

The two countries are foe only 
Arab states backing Iran in its war 
with Iraq. 

In a front-page article in the rul- 
ing Arab Baath Party newspaper 
AI Thawra, Mr. Aziz said: "The 
discussion of Libya and Syria's 
membership of the Arab League 
has become an urgent question 
that cannot be left behind." 

He said the Syrian and Libyan 
leaders were not true to the- 
mselves and should have changed 
their stand towards Iran after July 
1982. when it started occupying 
Iraqi territory . 

Both regimes “bear not even a 
moral commitment towards occ- 
upying an Arab land, in real 
sense, they are considered par- 
tners to such occupation thr- 
oughout their political and mil- 
itary alliance with. Iran.._" the 
Iraqi minister said. 

m Kuwait, Claude Cheysson, 
European Community (EC) 
commissioner,, laid fall blame on 
frantibr fo^eohfimmtfon of foe 
war. 


French envoys to verify 
‘execution 9 of hostage 


PARIS (Agencies) — The French 
government is sending envoys to 
“foe states in foe region” to try to 
determine if Islamic Jihad claims 
to have executed French hostages 
Michel Senrat in Lebanon are cor- 
rect, foe Foreign Ministry ann- 
ounced on Friday. 

A communique, which followed 
a meeting of senior ministers with 
Prime Minister Laurent Fabius, 
said that as soon as the gov- 
ern meat learned on Wednesday of 
the claim, it took aU possible steps 
to try to check the daim through 
"diplomatic, political, (and) hum- 
anitarian channels which it 
been using since foe kidnaps.” 

Foot Frenchmen are being held 
in Lebanon, diplomats Marcel 
Carton and Marcel Fontaine for 
nearly a year, since last March 22, 
and journalist Jean-Paul Kau- 
ffmann with researcher Seurat 
since May 22. 

A daim that Islamic Jihad rhad 
executed Mr. Seurat because be 
was giving information to French 
intelligence services was delivered' 
to a Western news agency in Bei- 
rut. • 


The Foreign Ministry's com- 
munique said the government was 
sending the envoys to the unn- 
amed regional countries with ord- 
ers “to report within foe shortest 
time.” 

Earlier, Deputy Foreign Min- 
ister Catherine Lalumiere said it 
was possible that a member of tike 
government would go to Beirut, 
bat tile identities of the envoys 
were not revealed. 

Observers expect they will go to 
Beirut, Damascus and Tehran, foe 
three countries principally inv- 
olved. 

Islamic Jihad is believed to want 
the release of five men jailed in 
France for trying to kill former 
Iranian Prime Minister Shapour 
Bakhtiar in 1980. 

The wife of Mr. Seuratsaid Fri- 
day she believed he was alive. 

"He’s not dead. Do you believe 
he's dead?” Mary Seurat said. 
“How can they execute someone 
who has always defended their 
cause? This daim is the most vic- 
ious erf their actions.” 

In Beirut also doubts emerged 
over Islamic Jihad daim. 


Police prepare pictures 
of suspected Palme killer 


STOCKHOLM JR) — Swedish 
polk* were oa Friday preparing 
new d ectJMP ca lly composed pic- 
tures of tire suspected nMrderer of 
Prime Mfcfcter Olof Palme as the 
country’s largest ever manhu nt 
neared (he end of to first week. 

Hundreds of tips from the pub- 
lic have flooded ia since police on 
Thursday issued a picture of a 
dark-haired men who they believe 
may have shot the Swedish leader 
on Feb. 38. 

A pqfili fokoma said «o- 
und 30 mt» had beat (focsttoned 

in Stockholm alone after tips 
based on the picture, but no arr- 
ests had been made. 

West German police experts, 
who put together the first com- 
puter picture from drawings by an 
artist who saw a man fleeing from 
the murder scene, were working 
on new picture s baaed on tes- 
timony from other witnesses. Pol- 
ice decSned to say if or .when thou: 
would be made public. - • 

Mr. Palme's widow Lwbet, who 
was sfightiy injured ia tike attack, 
was shown the picture which has 
gone on display ajl over the cou- 
ntry, but she did not recognise 

him 

41 Her memory of tike murderer 


is so vague that she cannot say if 
it's the right man or not," Ulf Dah- 
lsten, secretary of state in the 
prime xnfoister’s office, told rep- 
orters. 

Police have tacitly admitted that 
they suspect the kDkr was a for- 
eigner, but they have avoided spe- 
culating on his nationality. 

They appear to have made no 
progress m determining what org- 
anisation, if any, he belonged to, 
or what the motive was. 

Callers purporting to represent 
a West German guerrilla group 
have claimed responsibility for the 
assassination but police in Sweden 
and West Germany say there is no 
evidence to support foe daim. 
t TtoMandttvdniproaadKur- 
<S*h Wethers’ Party (PKK) has 
denied charges by mnnpupeta, 
quoting security poGce, that it was 
responsible. 

Swedish Radio reported that 
potice were checking on all cri- 
minals with a history of violence 
and were not Hotitmg tbcfr inv- 
estigations to foreign guerrillas . 

Preparations are to fag swing 
for Mr. Palme's dvfi funeral on 
March 15, which many heads -of 
government are expec te d to att- 
end. 


Carrington 
sees shift in 
Soviet 
foreign 
policy 


BRUSSELS (AjP) - The Soviet 
Union's realignment of Kremlin 
leadership signals a shift in its for- 
eign affairs priorities towards 
more emphasis on superpower 
relations . NATO’s chief execu rive 
said on Friday. 


Lord Carrington, secretary 
general of the North Atlantic Tre- 
aty Organisation (NATO), also 
said m an interview with foe Ass- 
ociated Press that he saw no evi- 
dence of progress in the latest 
round of US.-Sovietarms talks in 
Geneva, which recessed Tuesday 
for a two- month break. 


The secretary genera! said he 
was struck hy the announcement 
on Thursday that Anatoly F. Dob- 
rynin. the Soviet ambassador to 
Washington, was being made a 
secretary of the Communist Party 
Central Committee. It was one of 
several key shifts in foe Kremlin 
Lineup (See page 8). 


"To put him in that position is 
an interesting ( move), and 1 think 
it show's again that we're getting a 
new direction in Soviet foreign 
affairs.” Lord Chrrineton said. 


He said it was dear that Mr 
Dobrynin would assume res- 
ponsibility for international rel- 
ations. giving Soviet leader Mik- 
hail 5. Gorbachev easier access to 
Mr. Dobrynin’s advice on rel- 
ations with' the United States. Mr. 
Dobrynin has been ambassador to 
Washington for 25 years. 

"His whole career has been m 
terms of US. -Soviet relations 
plus, really. (NATO) alliance rel- 
ations because they are .ins- 
eparable." Lord Carrington said. 
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2 Home - Middle East news 


Iranian missile attack 
damages Cypriot tanker 

3 crewmen die in blaze , 1 4 injured 





ABU DHABI, UAE (Agencies) — The casualty toll In 
the Cypriot tanker blaze has risen to three dead, one 
missing, and 14 crewmen iqjored, United Arab 
Emirates port officials reported Friday. 


They said that one of injured 
crewmen was in critical condition. 

The 30,000-ton Cypriot tanker 
“Wise'’ was reported ablaze as a 
result of a missile blast fired by an 
Ira n i an helicopter gunship Thu- 
rsday. 

Tne missile hit the acc- 
ommodations quarters, as the ves- 
sel was sailing at a point between 
Qatar and the (JAE marine shi- 
pping executives said. 

It was en route to Australia with 
27 .000 tons of gasoline from Bah- 
rain at the time of the attack , they 
said. 

Crew member Boukouranis 
Georgios Spyridon, 42, was con- 
firmed to have died instantly in the 
attack, when three others were 
reported missing. 

Dutch and Danish salvage tug- 
boats. along with UAE hel- 
icopters and rescue boats rushed 
to the rescue of the blazing tanker. 

The survivors were plucked 
from the tanker and taken to hos- 
pitals here. The captain. Kon- 
stadatos Gerasimos Christoforos. 
48. remained aboard the tanker to 
supervise the rescue operation. 


Three of his crew, who included 
a female radio operator, moved to 
the tugboats to help battle the fire, 
according to maritime salvage off- 
icers here. 

Two "charred bodies” were 
recovered late Thursday. This 
reduced the number of missing 
crewmen to one and the con- 
firmed fatalities to three, they 
said. 

Officials were unable to identify 
the two bodies, which were "bur- 
ned beyond recognition.'’ acc- 
ording to port sources in contact 
with the ship managers, the 
Piraeus-based Bluebird Maritime 
Co. Ltd. 

The three missing crewmen 
were identified by the company as 
Greek nationals Vekousis Elias 
Georio. 26. Mehmet Ahmet 
Ahmet. 28. and Kasim Kadir Veli, 
23. 

One of the injured identified as 
Chasiotis Vasilios Christos, 27, 
was reported in critical condition 
in intensive care at the Zayed Mil- 
itary Hospital here. 

The newspaper A/ Ittihad. said 
■ a UAE rescue boat reached the 


tanker only 60 minutes after rec- 
eiving the distress call. 

“The UAE rescue force man- 
aged to contain the fire and avoid 
a disaster bad the fire readied the 
27 JXKJ tons of gasoline in the tan- 
ker." one uoxlentified salvage 
executive told the paper. 

It quoted survivors as saying 
that two Iranian military hel- 
icopters overflew the tanker, with 
one cf them hovering low and fir- 
ing a missile which tore through 
the accommodation rooms and 
ignited a fire. 

The Wise was the fourth com- 
mercial ship to have been raided 
by Ir anian military aircraft since 
Sunday, in apparent retaliation for 
the Iraqi attacks on four tankers 
ferrying etude oil from the key 
Iranian oQ terminal at Kharg Isl- 
and to the makeshift storage farm 
on Sim Island. Sirri is 560 kil- 
ometres south of Kharg. 

Meanwhile. Iraq said its war- 
planes accurately hit “a large 
□aval taiget" — its usual term for 
a large merchant ship erf tanker — 
near the Iranian coast Thursday 
night. A military spokesman said 
the attack was at 7:30 p.m. ( 1 630 
GMT). 

There was no confirmation of 
the report horn independent sou- 
rces. 


Sudanese troops ‘repulse rebel attacks’ 


KHARTOUM (R) — Gov- 
ernment troops in Sudan repulsed 
rebel attacks on several villages 
near the Ethiopian border this 
week, an armed forces weekly has 
reported. 

The magazine said the army 
repelled an attack against the 
town of Karasik on Tuesday by 
2,000 rebels using artillery mou- 
nted on jeeps. No casualties were 
reported. 

It said inhabitants of Abu Gub- 
aiha village, Kordofan province. 


staged marches in protest against 
the deaths of 25 people in nearby 
Hallouf daring a rebel raid Last 
month. 

The magarin ft said rebel leader 
John Garang. who beads the 
Sudan Peoples' Liberation Army 
(SPLA), had increased the fig- 
hting in an attempt to “create ins- 
tability’” and hinder general ele- 
ctions scheduled for next month. 

Khartoum said on Monday it 
was ready to discuss peace, but 
Col. Garang immediately arm- 
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ounced on rebel radio that he rej- 
ected a ceasefire to end the 
three-year-old bush war. 

The Sudanese National All- 
iance for Salvation, a coalition erf 
political parties, said Thursday it 
had agreed cm the formation of its 
delegation to talks in Ethiopia this 
month with the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Movement, the 
SPLA’s political wing. 

Rebel radio has reported that 
the rebels and a government del- 
egation will bold more talks in 
Addis Ababa this month after a 
first round between Feb. 5 and 25. 

Uganda to medbte 

Sudan’s Foreign Minister Ibr- 
ahim Taha Ayoub was quoted 
Thursday as saying the new Uga- 
ndan government had offered to 
mediate an end to the three- 
year-old rebellion in southern 
Sudan. 

He told the Abu Dhabi daily AI 
Ittihad in an interview in Addis 
Ababa that Ugandan President 
Yoweri Museveni had close per- 
sonal relations with CoL Garang, 
who has rejected Khartoum's 
appeals for jwace talks. 

Mr.sMBseveni was “ready to 
mediate between him^Garaag) 
and die central government,” be 
said. “We showed our acceptance 
and he promised to contact Gar- 
ang to open the doors to a direct 
(fiafogue." 

Mr. Ayoub said Sudanese 
Prime Minister Al Gazouli Daf - 
aallah would visit Uganda for talks 
which would include the presence 
in Khartoum of ousted Ugandan i 
: President Tito Okello. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


New Arabic paper appears in Jerusalem 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — An new Arabic-language 
Palestinian newspaper appeared m East Jerusalem Friday and its 
first editorials indkated it would follow a moderate line. Al Nahar 
is due to become tne fifth daiy aimed at Palestinians living in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and Gaza Strq> but will be pubtished 
weekly during an initial trial period. The newspaper, a 24-page 
tabloid, is published by businessman Osman Halak, who wm be 
editor-in-chief. He told the Jerusalem Post newspaper that the 
paper would reflect the views erf the “silent majority” erf Pal- 
estinians supporting peace. 

Abu Nidal meets freed followers 

BEIRUT (AP) — Abu Nidal whose followers staged the Dec. 27 
attacks on Rome and Vienna airports, has met with three of his 
men released by Ranee and Portugal, a published statement said 
Friday. The statement by Abu Nklal' s Al Fateh Revolutionary 
Cbunril said the Palestinian leader met in an undisclosed location 
with Youssef Al Awad, Hatem Hasani and Kayed Assad shortly 
after the release of the three. The statement was published by 
Beirut’s independent An Nahar daily, which said it was dis- 
tributed in Beirut Thursday. Al Awad was accused of ass- 
assinating Issam Sartawi, an aide of Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation Chairman Yasser Arafat, in Lisbon. He was released 
last month. Hasani and Assad were convicted of murdering the 
FLO’S representative in Paris, KaJak. They were released 

by French aithorilies last month after having served half of their 
prison terms. 

Egypt tests modernised Soviet missiles 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s air defence units have tested a batch of old 
Soviet surfare-to-air missiles which have been upgraded locally 
durmg exercises attended by Defence Minister Abdnl Halim Abu 
Ghazala. The missiles included SAM-2 and SAM -6 missiles bou- 
ght from the Soviet Union in die 1960’s and modernised by the 
Egyptians to increase their range aid capability with the help of 
Western technology, Abu Ghazala told journalists. Since bre- 
aking with Moscow in 1972, Egypt has depended on the West, 
mostly the United States, for its arms suopties. Abu Ghazala said 
Egypt was saving money by modernising old equipment because 
while a new air-defence battalion oost S48 million, the upgrading 
of oki missiles cost only S2.4 milli on-. 




U.N. aide tours UNIFIL positions 

...I - - T i Tffi smA Lebanon sines 1978, 
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BEIRUT (AP) — U.N. Assistant 
Secretary-General Mark Gou- 
kitng todred U.N. peace-keeping 
fare eg in $outh Lebanon Friday, a 
day after! Israeli gunners shelled 
10 villages in die region, kfiSsg a 
civilian. \ 

UJi. spokesman Timur Goksel 
said four > other civilians were 
wounded W Thursday's three- 
hour bombardment by tanks and 
mortars from positions held by the 
Israelis and their militia allies, the 
‘South Lebanon Army’ (SLA). 

A few rounds crashed on the 
fringes of the southern port of 
Tyre. But Goksel said these were 
no casualties or damage reported, 
in the chy of 60,000 people. 

He said- the hardest hit targets 
were the Sh? ite Muslim villages of 
TSbnine, Aitalzott, Hadatha, Sha- 
kra and Zibkis in the zone policed 
by the UN. Interi m Force In Leb- 
anon, or UNiriL. 

Twenty-six houses and one sch- 
ool were damaged, he added. 

Security sources said the bar- 
rage apparently was a retaliation 
for Shfite attacks against Israel's 
self-designated “security belt 1 ' 
that runs north. along the border. 

A few hours before the shelling 
began, three. SLA mflitiamen were 
wounded in a roadside bomb exp- 
losion near Bint Jbail m the “sec- 
urity zone” that Israel carved out 
last June, the sources said. They 
spoke on condition of anon ymit y. 

An officer of die mainly Fal- 
angist SLA was kille d when a 
Soviet-made Katyusha rocket he 
was trying to dismantle exploded 
in his face in the security zone, the 
sources said. 

An Israeli soldier and an SLA 
rntBriaman were wounded in die 
incident near Ainata village mi 
hour after the Bint Jbafl blast, the 
sources added. 


Mr. QtiuffHag met mm fee- 
FEL officers at die 
dqoartersin the Lebanwe boroer 
to wn o f Naqoura. The 5,500 
UNIFIL troops come from Fra- 
nce, Ireland, Finland, Sweden, 
Norway, Italy, Ghana, Nepal and 
Fiji. 

Goksel said Mr. Gould ing, a 
Briton, will tour UNIFIL pos- 
itions in other parts of South Leb- 
anon Saturday and Sunday. 

Lebanon is die first leg of Mr. 
Gouklmg's swing through die 
Middle East, his first field trip 
since he took over as under- 
secretary for special political aff- 
airs, replacing Brian Urquhart, in 
January. 

Mr. Goulding, 50. held talks 
with Prime Minister Rashid Kar- 
ami and Parliament Speaker Hus- 
sein Husseini in Beirut Thursday 
on UNIFIL’ s future. 

Mr. Goulding discussed the fate 

of British journalist Alec Collett, 
64, who was kidnapped south of 
Beirut last March while on a wri- 
ting assignment for the U-N. Rel- 
ief and Works Agency for Pal- 
estine refugees (UNRWA). It 
cares for Palestinian refugees. 

Mr. Karami told reporters that 
he promised Mr. Goulding to 
“make contacts and inteasrfy eff- 
orts with all parties concerned in 
order to ensure Mr. Collett’s rel- 
ease in appreciation for (U. N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez) 
de Oleum's c o ncern for Leb- 
anon .” 

Mr. Karami said Leban on was 
M»j»icing to renew UNIFIL’ s man- 
date for another six months. 

He stressed Lebanon also is 
presang for Israel to withdraw 
from the security belt to allow the 
peace-keeping force to extend its 
zone to the border as it was ori- 
ginally intended. 

UNIFIL has been deployed in 


Austria 
and Syria 
to cooperate 
on security 

VIENNA (R) — Austria and 
Syria on Friday agreed to coo- 
perate on anti-terrorist measures, 
the Foreign Minis try announced. 
The move follows attacks by gun- 
men at Vienna and Rome airports 
last December. 

Austrian Foreign Minister Leo- 
pold Gratz and visiting Syrian 
Foreign Minister Faroiuj-.Al 
Shara'a readied an accord in thi- 
neiple. the spokesman said. Det- 
ails would be settled later with the 
Interior Ministry, which is in cha- 
rge of security. 

Austrian authorities say the 
three gunmen who carried out the 
attack at Vienna’s Scfawechat air- 
port had travelled from Syria on 
faked Tunisian passports. 

At a press briefing, Mr. Shara'a 
reaffirmed Damascus had nothing 
to do with either the attack here or 
at Rome Fiumidno airport, in 
which a total of 18 people were 
killed. 

He said Syria had allowed the 
radical I^estinian guerrilla chief 
Abu Nidal to maintain an office in 
Damascus, but stressed they were 
unarmed political representatives. 
The United States has blamed 
Abu Nidal for both airport raids.. 
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Shultz urges U.S. aid to ‘friends in 

WASHINGTON (US LA) — Sec- Arab states, which also have an and support. At the moment, 
retary erf State George Shultz has imoortant role to Dlav in the sea- Fmmi is in talks with Isr- 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — Sec- 
retary of State George Shultz has 
asked a House panel to approve 
President Reagan’s request for 
econo mic and military aid to 
America's friends in the Middle 
East and South Asia. 

Mr. Shultz testified to the 
House Appropriations Sub- 
committee for Foreign Operations 
— in a prepared statement he 
submitted for the record but did 
not read — that prior transfusions 
of foreign aid have been used eff- 
ectively by friendly governments 
worldwide to promote both int- 
ernal and regional stability. 

He provided regional examples: 

“Israel has made significant 
progress in stabilising its economy 
since lastsummer... The combined 
impact of new fiscal and monetary 
measures on inflation has been 
dramatic. 

“In 1985, die Egyptian gov- 
ernment drew up a 13-point ref- 
orm programme. It raised prices 
for agricultural commodities, for 
example, and for a wide range of 
consumer items.” 

Following is the text of Middle 
East portions of Mr. Shultz's sta- 
tement: 

The Middle East remains an 
important focus of attention. Pro- 
foundly committed to Israel's sec- 
urity, the U.S. has sought to str- 
engthen and enhance its rel- 
ationship with this important par- 
tner. At the same time, we have 
sought to nurture our rel- 
ationships with the moderate 


Arab states, which also have an 
important role to play in the sea- 
rch for stability in the region; 

Over the past year, the U.S. has 
been engaged with Israel and Jor- 
dan, with support from Egypt, in 
efforts to bring about direct neg- 
otiations between Israel and its 
Arab neighbours. Our actions 
have been guided by our con- 
viction that only through direct 
negotiations based on Security 
Council Resolution ■ 242 can a just 
and lasting settlement be ach- 
ieved. A peaceful resolution of the 
Arab-Israeli dispute is the best 
guarantor of Israel's security and 
of the legitimate rights of the Pal- 
estinian people'. It remains our 
view that Resolution 242 applies 
as well to the Golan Heights, and 
that Syria has a place at the peace 
table. 

The U.S. is not prepared, how- 
ever, to permit those opposed to 
peace to obstruct ongoing efforts. 
The stakes in the Middle East are 
substantial. Our approach to this 
challenge must not be fettered by 
impatience or by short-term set- 
backs which may be encountered 
We must expect that progress will 
continue to be incremental and 
must be prepared to help the par- 
ties pursue our shared objective erf 
a negotiated settlement in a det- 
ermined and persistent fashion. 

Egypt is uniquely situated to 
interact constructively with all the 
parties, and wants to help move 
the process forward. We value 
President Mubarak’s assistance 


and support. At the moment, 
Egypt is engaged in talks with Isr- 
ael aimed at resolving die Taba 
border dispute and other bilateral 
issues, including the return of the 
Egyptian ambassador to Tel Aviv. 
We are hopeful these efforts will 
soon bear fruit. 

We likewise continue to follow 
developm ents closely in Lebanon, 
where UNIFIL is playing an imp- 
ortant role in helping to provide 
for stability in the South. Sim- 
ilarly, both the Multinational 
Force and Observers and the Uni- 
ted Nations Disengagement Obs- 
erver Force continue successfully 
to perform important peace- 
keeping fimctions.ln the Sinai and 
the Golan Heights respectively. 

We are seeking S5.4 billion in 
economic and mjfitary assistance 
for Israel. Egypt, and Jordan. We 
are also in the process of rev- 
ieweing with our friends in the reg- 
ion their needs for defensive arms. 
Meeting their legitimate defensive 
requirements is critically imp- 
ortant to maintaining the cre- 
dibility of our security role thr- 
oughout the region and to pre- 
serving our role as mediator in the 
search for peace. 

Above all we must strengthen 
our friends in order to deny the 
Soviets any opportunities to sub- 
vert a region crucial to our int- 
erests. 

We continue- to be concerned 
and vigilant about the (Arabian) 
Gull 


Sag* Lebanon sines 1978. Its 
fead been extended every 

staifepnrtfcs. 

The current term expires next 
month. Some of the contributing 
nations were reported to be rel- 
uctant to keep on funding and 
mining a force unable to fulfil its 

mandate. . 

The Dutch pulled their con- 
tingent out last October . 

UNIFIL soldiers are inc- 
reasingly caught in the crossfire 
between the Israelis and their all-’ 
ies on one hand and Lebanese and 
Pales tinian commandos on the 
other. 

Israel’s armed forces racao rep- 
orted that the Israeli-backed 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) mil- 
itia mi**! a guerrilla Thursday in : 
the zone. 

Israeli state radio reported that j 
several Katyusha rockets were 
fired 1 from Syrian -contra Lied ter- 
ritory at the eastern sector of the 
zone but caused no casualties. 

Israel withdrew the bulk of its 
forces from Lebanon last June but 
left hundreds of soldiers and age-, 
nts iwsMft the border area. 

Lebanese security sources said 
Israeli troops shot dead a farmer 
and wounded another in a raid 
outside the security zone. - 

The Israelis, in six armoured 
troop carriers and two Merkava 
tanks, went three kilometres out- 
side the zone and fired on fields 
near Taibeh village, the sources. " 
said. 

It was the second time Israeli 
troops were reported to have 
thrust north cf the zone since they 
ended a six-day search for two Isr- 
aelis sensed by the Lebanese 
resistance there last month. 

At least 17 Lebanese and two 
Israelis were killed then in a fru- 
itless sweep through 19 Shfite 
Musbm villages. 


Mideast’ 

Strategicallylocated, thisregion 
is vulnerable to Soviet exp- 
ansionism. It re mains a major sou- 
rce of energy supplies essential to ; 
the economic health of the free 
world. Our naval force in the Gulf ' 
expresses our interest in the sec- ■» 
urity and stability of the region. 

We and our Arab friends agree : 
that they should be the first line of ■ 
defence of the Gulf. Thus, oar role 
— an essential role — is to con- > 
tinue re i nfo rci ng the defensive 
capabilities and security of Saudi 
Arabia and other friends in the 
Arab peninsula, both through 
commercial sales and security ass- 
istance. The security relationship . 
we haVeTxiflt with Oman is a vita! 
element of our Central Command 
strategy. Our military assistance j 
to the Yemen Arab Republic, on j 
the other side of the peninsula, is i 
particularly important in view of ■ 
the recent destabilising events in ; 
Sooth Yemen. 

“We are deeply troubled by- ; 
Iran’ s intransigen t prolongation of • 
its brutal war with Iraq, as well as ■ 
by the dangers which this war \ 
poses for realty 'neutral countries ’ 
and foe region as a whole. 

We have urged all countries to. ; 
withhold arms -from Iran, and we 
have offered vigorous support for 
all the numerous efforts, par- 
ticularly that of the United Nat- 
ions, to bring the war to a neg- 
otiated end with the sovereignty j 
and territorial integrity of both , 
sides intact. . 
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International Airport, teL (08) 53200-5, 
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MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-tine ships docking at Aqaba 
port: 

— Lartana 

— Koa Rama 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company. Tel: 
622324-9 at your service. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Medium and hjgh doods wffl appear. 
An increase in tenpeiature is expected. 
Light and variable wnds will chang e 
into southwesterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds win be northerly moderate and 
sea calm. 


Amman mmm 


Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


7/20- 

13/26 

6/21 

10/26 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 17, Aqaba 24. Hnabitr rea- 
dings: Amman 44 per cent. Aqaba 30 
percent 


MONEY EXCHANGE 
Thursday rat 

Local sell/buy rates in J 

Bah r ami dinar ...... — 960 9< 

Dutch guilder 136.7/ 14C 

Egyptian gnaaea 200/ 21 


French franc 

Iraqi (Soar 


5 021 

34 am 
00) 1934/ 

Kuwaiti dinar — 1267/ 

L ebanese lira — — 14/ 

Ooumriytd — 940 1 

Qatari riyai — — 99/ 

Saadi riyal 98/ 

Swedish crown ... 48 JV 

Swiss franc ..... 182.7/ 

Syrian lira 23/ 

UAE cftdwm 98/ 

UX. grating pound 507/ 

U£. db&ftr 350.ff 

W. German mark 1S4J/ 


EMERGENCIES 

Amman goyemorate 891228 

Amman dvil defence 198. 199 

Cwfl Defence Iibki ..271293,273131 
Gvfl Defence Quweisnefa ..... 770733 

Ambulance 193, 775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade — 198 

First ail 630341 

Blood bank 778303 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

FoHce rescue ... 192, 621111, 637777 

FbSce headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4, 624881 
Monkapal water complains 771 125/8 
Queen AEa tat Airport (08)53330/60 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Nktel Maraqa 842642 

Dr. WaSd Sahawneh 779997 

Firas Pharmacy 661912 

AI Salon pharmacy ! — 639730 

Shahant pharmacy — 621699 

Maosour pharmacy -665469 

Hindi pharmacy 644942 

Khalea Ibn Al Wafid pharmacy 674705 

TAXIS: 


HOSPITALS 



A] Ahfi taxi 

661127 

Bassam taxi 

... .. 81 1857 


... 


Rania taxi 

625095 


Hussein Medical Centre 
Kbafidi Maternity, J. Aim 
Akileh Maternity, J. 

Jabal Amman Maternity .., 

Mathas, J. Amman 

Palestine, Shmeisairi --- 
S h rac iaaiii Hospital 


The Islamic, Abdafi 

AJ-AhS, Abdafi 

ItaEan. AJ-Muhxjreen 
Al-Bashir.J. Ariuafich ._ 

Army. Marita - 

Queen Afia Hospital 


813813/32 
, 644281/6 
. Amman 
. 642441/2 
642362 

— 636140 
. 664171/4 

— 669131 
845843/65 
. 667227/9 
666 127/37 
. 664164/6 
. 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 
602240/50 


IKBID: 

Dr. Mohammad Al Shara’a ._ 273680 
ZARQA: 

Dr. Faiah Aqrabawi 981923 

Rami pharmacy 

- - GENERAL 

77311 U19 

™oJoirian 7741 11/19 

Mntstry of Tourism 642311 

tjtotet campfamts 666412 

™eransplaa»ts 661176 

Telephone Information 12 

Ionian and Middle East calls ” 10 

Overseas catlc. .. i 

Repair service ^ jl 


market prices 


UpperSower price in fib per kg. 

W* ,-r 230 / 200 

Apple (American) 500/450 

o““ STT 300/240 

Banana (Mokammar) 250/ 200 

Beetroot 120/100 

Beam 520/450 

Broad beam 220/180 

Cabbage 50/ 30 

9 mot fr? ik ? B r) : .120/100 

Gum (black) 140/100 

Csafiflower 70/ 40 

Grander nargel 140/100 ' 

Caqariw (small) 230/180 ' 

fjfflpton* flaiw).- 160/120 

Eggplant (naafl) 300 / 220 .. 

Q®ac 340/280 :. 


Grapefruit . 

I mrw 

I Ijw 

- Manow ftaq 
Marrow (am 
OBfau(dry) 

Orioatam 


Carrot fyeBov) 

Gum (black) 

Cso&fiower 

CncBobcrflaige) 
CacanberismaB) .L 


Ratfishes _ 


Tonatoos 

Turnip 


140/100 

200/ 160 
one) ... — 100/. .60 

&e) — _ 100 / 80 

iB) ~ 170/140 

180/ 140 

&) r— - — : 120180 

asnouti) 190 / 150 

land Valencia) 120/100 

x) 140/100 • 

500/440, 

&Q 140/100 

240 

. — ; — 70/40 

.50 

— -80/40 

70 1 so 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Lutfi, Assad discuss joint committee 

CAIRO (Petra) — Egyptian Prime Minister Afi Lutfi and Min- 
ister ot Higher Education Nasseriddin AI Assad, currently on a 
Egypt, Thursday reviewed topics which will be discussed 
by the Higher Jordanian-Egyptian Joint Committee during its 
forthcoming meeting in Amman in April.. The two sides also 
discussed the resolutions of the higher committee's recent mee- 
ting in Cairo . Also discussed were ways of supporting cultural and 
scientific cooperation between the two countries as well as issues 
related to Jordanian students studying at Egyptian universities 
and institutes. 

Fayez meets with Australian envoy 

AMMAN (Petra) — Australian Ambassador to Jordan Terry 
Goggin discussed Australian- Jordanian relations and the general 
situation in the Middle East region during a meeting Thursday 
with Speaker of the Lower House of Parliament A kef Al Fayez. 
At the meeting. Mr. Fayez spoke about Israel's inhuman practices 
against the people in the occupied Arab territories and its obs- 
truction to all initiatives leading to a permanent peace. Mr. Fayez 
reiterated Jordan's call for the convening of an international 
conference under United Nations auspices to re-establishing sec- 
urity and stability in the region. 

Deputy mayor of Paris ends visit _ 

A MM AN (Petra) — Deputy Mayor of Paris Bernard Rocherand 
the accompanying delegation left Amman Thursday at the end of 
a week-long visit to Jordan during which they met with Minister of 
Municipal and Ru/ril Affairs and the Environment Marwan A) 
Hmoud. A mman Mayor Abdul Ra'ouf Al Rawabdeh and officials 
ut Amman Municipality. During the visit. Mr. Rocher held talks 
on bilateral cooperation between Paris and Amman mun- 
icipalities in the fields of traffic, gardens, road maintenance, pla- 
nning and training. The French delegation also visited a number 
of historical and tourist sites in the country. 

Nsour briefs students on 5-year plan 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Planning Abdullah Nsour Thu- 
rsday conferred with excelling students at the University of Jor- 
dan and briefed them on the ministry’s activities as well as the 
national five-year development plan. 'Hie plan. Dr. Nsour said, 
will provide approximately 1 12.00(1 job opportunities and the 
expected volume for investment in the plan will amount to some 
JD 3,5(10 million. The minister said that the plan will be cat- 
egorised into three major sections; social services, infrastructure 
and production. 

Ministry to honour postgraduate women 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of labour and Social Dev- 
elopment, in cooperation with the Amman Club for Business and 
Professional Women, will today honour Jordanian women who 
hold PhD degrees in natural sciences . A source at the club said the 
aim of honouring postgraduate women is to make public their 
achievements in their professional lives. (See page 5). 

German banking delegation visits JEA 

AMMAN (Petra) — The visiting director general of the West 
German Bank for Reconstruction and Development (KFW)and 
the nccompanying delegation paid a visit Thursday to the Ministry 
of Energy and Mineral Resources and the Jordan Electricity 
Authority (JEA). The delegation met with Minister-of Energy 
and Mineral Resources. HLsham Al Khatib and JEA Director- 
General Mohammad Arafah in the presence oPJbrdan Valley- 
Authority (JVA) President Munthcr Haddadin and senior off- 
icials at UteTninistry and the JEA. During the meeting, the two 
skies reviewed the electrical energy situation in Jordan, current 
studies on oil shale as well as projects being carried out by the J EA 
with financing from the K.FW . 


Health Minister inaugurates 
Deir -Alla medical centre 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Health Zaid Hamzeh has emp- 
hasised that his ministry is seeking 
to improve health services and 
medical treatment for all citizens 
in the Kingdom. 

The minister, during the ina- 
uguration of a new medical centre 
in Deir Alla in the Jordan Valley, 
called on the public to increase vis- 
its to the ministry’s centres and 
clinics for vaccination. Vac- 
cination, Dr. Hamzeh said, pre- 
vents infection against many dis- 
eases. especially those affectin g 
children. It is due to vaccination 
that some diseases, such as small- 
pox and polio, have been wiped 


out. the minister added. 

Dr. Hamzeh said the ministry is 
in the process’ of establishing 25 
primary health care centres which 
will be, equipped with all the nec- 
essary equipment. Another 13 
integrated medical centres are to 
be build in different parts of the 
Kingdom to offer specialised ser- 
vices in the fields of child care, 
gynaecology, surgery in addition 
to primary medical care. 

The medical centre inaugurated 
at Deir Alla was built at a cost of 
J D 30,000 with the aim to provide 
services to 4,000 people in the 
town and surrounding villages. 



TRIPLETS? A Jordanian ^voman ■game birth totripletS' on ’Thu- 
rsday following a normal delivery, doctors at the Rosary Nuris'HoS- 
I pital in Irbid said. Both the mother, Hamd»h Ah mad and 

| die triplets were in good condition. The triplets were one boy (2.8 
; kilogrammes) and two girts (3 kilogrammes and II kilogrammes). 

I Statistics show that triplets occurs once In every 65,060 deliveries in 
j Jordan, hospital sources said. 


Nsour signs 
loan accords 
for farming, 
telephone 
projects 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan will 
obtain a 10 million Deutschmark 
loan from the West German Bank 
for Reconstruction and Dev- 
elopment (KFW) under an agr- 
eement signed in Amman on Thu- 
rsday. 

The agreement provides for the 
loan- to be channelled to small 
fanners through the Agricultural 
Credit Corporation (ACC) and 
the funds will help these farmers 
cany out a number of projects. 
The easy-term loan is part of the 
West German government's ass- 
istance to Jordan originally sch- 
eduled for the 1984-1985 period. 

The loan agreement was signed 
by Minister of Planning Abdullah 
Nsour and the director general of 
the West German bank. 

Also, Thursday, Dr. Nsour sig- 
ned an agreement for obtaining a 
loan amounting to approximately 
S3 million from the Japanese gov- 
ernment to help carry out eng- 
ineering services for the telephone 
network expansion project in 
Amman. Irbid and Ma’an Gov- 
erno rates. The loan agreement 
was signed by Japanese Amb- 
assador to Jordan Akira Nak- 
■ayataa: "; ■> : 

• •^apdnrmf^ready’extend ed five 
other 1oans ;to”jortM for td' : 
ecommunicatioris projects and for 
dam and irrigation projects in the 
country. This is the sixth loan and 
the aggregate total of loans from 
Japan now amounts to nearly 
$45.75 mil Son. 


First local theatre festival postponed due 
to lack of coordination, financial support 


By Sana Atiyeh 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordanian The- 
atre Festival, which was to be held 
at the Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCC) on the occasion of World 
Theatre Day in March, has been 
postponed. This would have been 
the first festival of its kind in Jor- 
dan. According to Mr. Hani Sno- 
bar. assistant director of the RCC, 
it was postponed due to a lack of 
organisation and agreement bet- 
ween the theatrical artists, as well 
as a lack of financial support. The 
event was to have been a com- 
petition for the bes* play, actor, 
actress, writer and director in the 
sections of professional theatre, 
amateur. and children's plays. The 
prizes were to be donated by sev- 
eral parties: Yarmouk and Jordan 
Universities offered medals and 
plaques; -Alia, the Royal Jor- 
danian Airline, offered plane tic- 
kets; and there were scholarships 
from the United States. Britain 
and France in the field of theatre. 

Mr. Snobar told the Jordan 
Times that this festival could have 
attracted many people and could 
have created a new audience for 
local theatre. He says (he festival 
could have done very well if the 
artists had been more organised 
and cooperated with one another. 
Another important reason for the 

postponement is the lack of fin- 
ancial. as well as moral support 
from the government, he said. Mr. 
Snobar hopes there w31 be a bud- 
get for Jordanian theatre in the 
coming five-year-pJan. Mr. Hai- 
dar Mahmoud, head of the Dep- 
artment of Culture and Arts, was 
not available for comment on the 
subject. 

Children’s plays 

Although the Jordanian theatre 
festival has been postponed, there 
wfil be three plays on the occasion 
of World Theatre Day (March 
27). Two will be children's plays 
and foe third will be a professional 
’production. Mrs. Julliette Awad. 
who is directing a children’s play, 
deeply regrets the postponement 
offoe festival. She fold foe Jordan 
Times: “This would have been foe 
first time for a Jordanian festival 


in the history of local theatre. We 
would have gained a large aud- 
ience, which we need here. With 
the competition, we could have 
also known our status and position 
in theatre in comparison with 
other artists in Jordan.” 

"The Witness.” which is written 
by her husband Jamil Awad. is a 
one-act play acted by children 
chosen from the Amman National 
School and foe Orthodox School. 
This play, financed by the two 
schools in cooperation with foe 
RCC. will be performed at foe 
RCC Studio .Theatre on March 15 
for one week. This is foe third time 
Mrs. Awad directs "The Witness” 
with children. They performed 
twice in 1982; Once for the Ort- 
hodox School and to raise money 
for the surviving children of Sabra 
and Shattilla camps in Lebanon. 
JD ((,000 was raised in three 
days. ■ 

“The Witness” is a scarecrow' in 
a small rural village and he tells 
the stoTy of how locusts attacked 
the crops. The children play the 
villagers and they meet to decide 
what to do to defend their land 
from the locusts. This is foe fifth 
play Mrs. Awad has directed and 
a! I five have been children's plays. 

.Another one -act children's play 
will be performed at foe RCC on 
March 27 for one week. "Abu 
AJ-Fawanis at the Bottom of the 
Siksak.” is a production by foe 
Fawanis Theatrical Group, and 
written by Nader Imran and Bas- 
hir Hawari; the musk is written by 
Amer Madi. This is foe first play 
Samar Dudin, 23. will direct and 
choreograph in Jordan, except for 
children’s plays at the Ahlia Sch- 
ool for Girls. 

In an interview with foe Jordan 
Times. Miss Dudin expressed dis- 
appointment. on her part and foe 
children's, for the postponement 
of foe Jordanian theatre festival. 
She S3ys: “The children were so 
excited about competing and wan- 
ted to work hard enough to win. 
And then they were so dis- 
couraged, foe whole mood cha- 
nged. This festival would have 
given Jordanian theatre good pub- 
licity and audiences; people here 
are wilfing to take their children to 
an English-spoken play and pay 
JD 3 rather thanseeaJDl Arabic 
play. This festival could have bro- 


ught a new audience and changed 
minds about Jordanian theatre: 
"Miss Dudin adds that the pos- 
tponement shows lack of org- 
anisation and commitment from 
foe people involved and a lack of 
concern from foe government. 
She also agrees that theatre here 
needs support from the gov- 
ernment and private sectors to he 
able to excel in their work and att- 
ract Jordanian audiences. 

"Siksak” is a town under foe 
sea. and foe children play foe 
fish. There are many characters, 
but they all have a common 
enemy, foe .octopus.. Miss Dudin 
enjoys working with children and 
thinks the play will be quite a suc- 
cess. Children of all ages.plusadu- 
Its. will enjoy this short but spe- 
ctacular play. 

Arab fables 

The third play whkh will perform 
on the occasion of Work! Theatre 
Day is a professional one written 
and directed by Khaled Tariff. 
Translated into English, it would 
be called. "A PopuJar’Tale Called 
the Gatherings of Once Upon a 
Time.” This two-act play will also 
show on March 27 for one week at 
the Late Osama Mash ini Theatre 
in Jabal Luweibdeh and will then 
travel around the country. The 
Flay is financed by the Jordanian 
Artists Association which is sup- 
ported by the Ministry of Culture. 

When asked why it will not per- 
form at the RCC. Mr. Tarifi said: 
"The RCC is not a popular theatre 
and we would not have enough 
audience. Most of our audience 
are from downtown and a lot of 
them think they are not even all- 
owed to enter the centre. And the 
transportation is easier to Jabal 
Luweibdeh for these people.” 

Mr. Tariffs play is about old 
popular Arabic stories, told at 
people's gatherings in the eve- 
nings. and made into modern the-' 
atre. There is an Arabic version of 
Tom Thumb and the play pro- 
gresses into the influence of the 
tale on Tom Thumb as he grows 
up. 

Even with foe postponement of 
foe Jordanian Theatre Festival, 
these force plays will hopefully 
succeed in attracting a large aud- 
ience and gaining Jordanian con- 
fidence in local theatre. 


A pan- Arab perspective 
on the newstands 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Sawt Al Umma (the 
Voice of the Nation ) i* a now Arab 
political weekly which has rec- 
ently joined the stream of pan- 
Arab magazines and newspapers 
which arc published in Europe 
and distributed in the Arab 
World, the United States and 
Europe. Bui (his new Arabic new - 
spaper stands out from the other 
pan Arab publications in its style 
as well as substance. 

As its name suggests ;md as its 
editorials explain. Sawt Al Umnui 
projects itself as the voice of the 
Arab nation in foe sense that it 
does not identify with any Arab 
country and seeks to transcend 
regional horders by delving into 
the historical and philosophical 
aspects of modem political pro- 
blems «f the Arab World, l on- 
s;qucnlJy. the newspaper does not 
heavily depend on news reports 
but dedicates most of its paces to 
researches, analyses studies and 
opinion articles. It has no rep- 
orters and depends on con- 
tributions by well known Arab 
and foreign writers who include a 
large numher of university pro- 
fessors and researchers. 

Ihe 20-page tabloid newspaper 
follows the tradition of I e Monde 
Diplomatique and the Guardian 
Weekly in that it does not use any 
pictures hut expresses and hig- 
hlights the main themes of its art- 
icles through cartoons and car- 
icatures. 

The newspaper is also different 
in the way it operates; Ihe con- 
tributors and writers send their 
stories to its liaison office in 
Amman where they are edited and . 
typeset and then sent to London 
on film for publication. Sawt Al 
Umma is published in iondon 
every Sunday and then distributed 
in other countries, including Jor- 
dan. There is no accurate or ava- 
ilable distribution figure hut the 
new spaper publishes 35.(KKJ cop- 
ies a week. 

In an editorial, which appeared 
in its first edition on Dec. 21. 

1 the publisher. Dr. Ibrahim 
Shoreiki, urged all Arab gov- 
ernments not to hinder foe dis- 
tribution of Sawt Al Umma." We 
appeal to all Arab governments 


and concerned departments, with 
foe injured voice of our nation, to 
allow without any restrictions, this 
publication which carries the voice 
of the Arab nation' and rcriccts 
the historical message of this nat- 
ion. to be distributed in all of the 
countries of this vast Arab 
•World.” the editored said. 

Ihe editorial, which was add- 
ressed to the Arab league. Arab 
umemments and Arab Ministries 
of Information. Justice. C ufturc. 
Foreign Affairs and Interior, rev- 
eals the general political inc- 
lination of the newspaper. "...Ami 
with ihe voice of our nation wecull 
upon Arab governments to rem- 
ove superficial obstacles and irr- 
ational chains so foal the Arabs 
can hear the voice of their nation 
in order to rise and unite in an 
atmosphere of freedom."' Di, 
Mimciki said in his editorial. 

Unity, freedom 

Apart | mm ils clear ami sliimu 
adherence to Arab unity and trc- 
edom. Sawt Al Umma is ind- 
ependent in the sense that it does 
not reflect any governmental pol- 
icy or any other political ideology, 
fn lael. the articles ami studies 
which have appeared so fai in the 
piper have reflected the political 
inclinations of the contributors, 
who seem to represent foe dif- 
ferent colours of the political spe- 
ctrum. Ihe style, however, is rat- 
her "academic hu t in many ways the 
newspaper projects itself as a 
forum for debate of foe various 
complex political and intellectual 
dilemmas which face the Arab 
World. 

Ihe style and openness which 
characterise the newspaper arc in 
many ways y reflection of f Jr. Sho- 
reiki's personality. Dr. Shoreiki. a 
distinguished historian and writer, 
is.ashisanielcsandeditorkils ind- 
icate. a strong believer in human 
rights and Ihe freedom of speech 
and expression. 

Dr. Shoreiki has held many 
■important academic positions in 
France and other European cou- 
ntries and he has worked at the 
United Nations Educational. Sci- 
entific and Cultural Organisation 
( UN ESC O). His latest pub- 
lication is a dixrumenled hisfoty 
about Jerusalem entitled "Jer- 
usalem and the 1 and of Kan.Tan.” 


Government order restricts 


participation of foreign 
contractors in local projects 


AMMAN (Petra) — The government has issued an 
order prohibiting foreign contracting companies 
from undertaking construction projects financed by 
the treasury or through local loans and has urged 
local contractors to employ Jordanian workers and 
locally-produced materials in their construction 
projects. 


The order was contained in an 
official communique issued hy 
Prime Minister Zuid Al Rifai exp- 
laining that foe decision was taken 
in view of foe construction sector's 
importance to foe national eco- 
nomy and development projects 
in foe Kingdom. 

The order said that if an und- 
ertaking is found to be more than 
foe local contractor can cope with, 
a consortium of local contractors 
should be formed to cany out the 
project or the concerned gov- 
ernment departments could offer 
parts of foe projects to different 


contractors. 

If foreign expertise ls found to 
he necessaiy for such projects, the 
order continued, a detailed report 
should be submitted to the gov- 
ernment explaining foe reasons 
for employing foreign expertise. A 
special committee comprising the 
minister of public works and rep- 
resentatives of the Jordanian Eng- 
ineers Association and the emp- 
loyers union will be in charge' of 
examining foe request and" rec- 
ommending permission for emp- 
loying foreign expertise, the order 
said. 


The order, which was issued 
Friday, warned that any local con- 
tractor found to have contracted a 
foreign sub contractor without foe 
ad hoc committee's approval will 
be prosecuted and could risk los- 
ing the contract. According to the 
ruling, foreign companies are not 
allowed to cany out local projects 
except in participation with local 
contractors and the contracts sho- 
uld stipulate the degree of inv- 
olvement of each party. 

The prime minister sent a letter 
to Minister of Planning Abdullah 
Nsour requesting that contacts be 
made with Arab funds to make 
arrangements for confining con- 
tracts to be financed by them to 
Jordanian or Arab contractors 
only. The letter suggested that 
Arab funds offer marginal par- 
ticipation to foreign contractors 
when foreign contractors’ exp- 
ertise is required. 


Ferry catches fire at Nuweibe’ 


CAIRO/AQABA (J.T.) — A 
ferry boat with more than 500 pas- 
sengers on board caught fire and 
was completely destroyed while 
about ro start a voyage from foe 
Sinai port of Nuweibe' to Aqaba, 
but most of those on board were 
reported safe and unharmed, acc- 
ording to a report published in Al 
Ra’i Arabic daily newspaper on 
Friday. The Al Ra'i report said 
that foe f eny was an Egyptian ves- 
sel but another report from the 
Associated Press in Cairo said that 
the boat, foe Farah Baraka, was 
Jordanian. The AP report, quo- 
ting the Middle East News Agency 
(MENA), also said that the fire 
broke out aboard the boat after 
the passengers had gone ashore. 

After the fire broke out, foe 
ferry was towed out to sea as fir- 
efighting craft tried to extinguish 
the flames, foe AP report added. 

MENA did not give the number 
of passengers or crew members 
nor say what caused the blaze. 

The report in Al Ra’i said that 
most of foe passengers were Jor- 
danians and Egyptians of whom 
six Egyptians were later treated 
for . partial suffocation from 
snjeke.- Accondingto foe Al RaH 
jrepbftr.foe whole cargo -pa-board 
the ferry ■ boat, 'including cars,- 
othcr vehicles and goods being 
transported to Aqaba, were lost in 
the fire. The fire spread quickly 
due to foe strong wind which was 
blowing at foe time, making it dif- 
ficult for firemen to control foe 
blaze, the report added. 

But a spokesman for foe Min- 
istry of Transport Friday told foe 
Joidanian News Agency, Petra, 
that all foe passengers heading fur 
Aqaba from Nuweibe’ left the 
ferry boat safe and that all the 
trucks, cars and luggages on board 
were salvaged intact. The nec- 
essary measures have been taken 
by foe Jordanian and Egyptian 


sides to guarantee foe transport of 
passengers from Nuweibe' to 
Aqaba by operating three trips by 
the Egyptian ferry AI Hussein. 
Petra said. 

The AP report said that Egy- 
ptian Transport Minister Sul- 
eiman Mitwalli ordered an Egy- 
ptian ferry to transport to Aqaba 
1 ^<50 passengers who had booked 
on the Farah Baraka for the voy- 
age from Nuweibe' to Aqaba. 

Tanker catches fire 
near Aqaba 

In another development, fuel 
tanker truck caught fire and burnt 


afteT overturning near foe ind- 
ustrial school and a housing estate . 
at the approaches of Aqaba on 
Thursday. 

A spokesman for the Civfl Def- 
ence Department said that the 
driver apparently lost control of 
the vehicle and sudden braking 
caused foe truck to overturn, spi- 
lling 45 tonnes of flammable fuel 
on the ground. The fuel caught 
fire, completely burning foe veh- 
icle, the spokesman said. He said 
that foe driver sustained burns but 
no other damage was caused to 
neighbouring areas because fir- 
emen rushed to control the fire. 


Visting women’s team expresses 
Soviet support for Arab causes 

AMMAN {Petra) — A group of 
visiting Soviet women have voiced 
Moscow’s support for foe Arab 
people’s struggle to, liberate the 
occupied Arab territories and for 
convening an international con- 
ference to find a just and durable 
settlement to foe Arah-lsraeli 
conflict. 

The leader of the group made 
; the state ment during a ^cemony 
held in their honour.at foe Soviet 
Cultural Centre in Amman on 
Thursday afternoon to mark Int- 
ernational Women’s Day which 
falls on March 8. The group's spo- 
kesperson outlined^ the ach- 
ievements of Soviet women and 
also spoke about Moscow’s peace 
plan and the Soviet Union’s call 
for foe removal of all nuclear wea- 


pons. 

Coinciding with the del- 
egation's visit, foe Soviet Cultural 
Centre opened a week-long cxh-. 
ibition of photographs featuring 
Soviet women's achievements. 

The women’s delegation also 
visited Baqa’a refugee camp on 
Thursday and met with women’s 
.representatives- They discussed 
.is$qes pertainipg.tq.wofoen in the 
occupied Arab territories and foe 
Arab-Israeli conflict. The director 
of the Arab women's centre at foe 
camp, Rifqa Shahin. spoke at the 
meeting and paid tribute to the 
Soviet Union’s support for Arab 
causes. She also spoke about Isr- 
ael's inhuman treatment of Arab 
people in the occupied Arab 
lands. 


N. Yemeni education team due today 

AMMAN (Petra) — A North Yemeni education delegation isdue 
here Saturday for talks with officials from the Ministry of Edu- 
cation. The discussions will deal with educational cooperation’ 
between Jordan and North Yemen, according to a spokesman for 
the Ministry of Education. 
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ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Friday’s 

Al Ra'i: International community’s 
responsibility 

SPEAKER of the Lower House of Parliament Akef Al Fayez dis- 
cussed the Middle East situation in Amman with the Australian 
ambassador, pointing out that Israel's mal -practices against Arab 
people and its obstructions in the path of peace continue to prevent 
the establishment of security and stability in this region. Mr. Fayez 
told the ambassador about Israel’s continued eviction of Arab people 
, from their homeland, its detention of innocent Arabs and seizure of 
Arab property. He also urged the international community to take 
meaningful measures for paying the way for the convening of an 
international conference to establish peace in our region. The int- 
ernational community should not remain impassive as to the Israeli 
policies and the budding of settlements on Arab land in defiance of 
United Nations resolutions. The international community should not 
miss this opportunity of an international conference, designed to 
achieve permanent peace. Mr. Fayez's statement was a re- 
confirmation of Jordan's firm and unchanging policies with regard to 
the Arab-Israeli conflict, and a reminder for other nations that they 
should contribute towards the establishment of peace. 

Al Dus tour: Declining oil prices 

ECONOMIC circles are justified in expressing concern over the 
continual drop in oil prites and the confusion in the prices of oil. A • 
deterioration in the oil prices would eventually have negative effect 
on development and the standard of living of many Third World 
nations and could threaten the security and stability of the Middle 
East region. Exchanging accusations and counter accusations would 
do no good, and those OPEC member nations which violated the 
cartel's system and reduced the oil prices should be considered 
responsible in the first place for the present deteriorating situation. 
Our concern is that since oil producing countries have been offering 
financial assistance to other Third W'orid nations and since their 
revenues will drop due to the drop in oil prices then the Third World 
countries would not expect further assistance and their economic 
development plans would suffer, with negative effects on their pop- 
ulations. At the same time. oD producing nations would no doubt try 
to reduce their own development projects and begin laying off many 
Arab workers, who upon returning to their home countries, would 
create new social and economic problems. 

Sam Al Shaab: Iranian blackmail 

FRANCE’S decision to sue a French firm that had illegally sold arms 
to Iran is a wise one, and a step in the right direction. France, which 
has numerous interests in the Arab World, realises that such action 
cannot be tolerated, and it also realises that Iran is the aggressor and 
continues to pursue a senseless war against an Arab neighbour in 
violation of all principles and international laws. Fiance has obv- 
iously not succumbed to terrorist pressure and blackmail and has 
refused to respond to deraandsyby the abductors of French citizens in 
Beirut by offering Iran arras in return for the release of the French 
citizens. It has adhered to international principles and High er ideals in 
its attitude and its dealings with all parties. The Iranians who lau- 
nched their latest offensive on Iraq last month bad hoped to involve 
other Arab and foreign countries in the conflict and have been 
hoping to pressure foreign nations to support their aggression and 
their evil ambitions and goals. A country that launches agg ression 
and continues to make a mockery of international principles and laws 
does not deserve any assistance. 


Thursday’s 

Al Ra'i: In support of Iraq 

KING Hussein’s brief visit to Baghdad in the past week was a show of 
total support for Iraq in its heroic struggle against the Iranian agg- 
ressors. The visit was to re -affirm the Jordanian people's backing for 
and pride in the Iraqi people and their struggle to defend the mot- 
herland. The King held talks with President Saddam Hussein dealing 
with the situation at the front and Arab affairs, and they no -doubt 
made an assessment of the whole situation in Hie region taking into 
consideration the dangers that threaten the Arab Nation as a whole. 
Jordan continues to support Iraq and its armed forces in every 
possible way , because they are involved in a conflict imposed on them 
by the invaders and the aggressors who have ambitions in Arab land. 
The Iraqi armed forces who are now fighting the Iranian aggressors 
would no doubt help their Arab brothers on die western front to 
regain their land in occupied Palestine. These forces have proved to 
the world that they are capable of defending Arab territory and 
regaining usurped property. 

Al Dustour: Commitment to Iraq 

KING Hussein visited Iraq on Wednesday to renew Jordan's backing 
for its people and to pledge continued support for their endeavour in 
repelling aggression. The King represents the whole Jordanian fam- 
ily and voices Jordanian strong feelings of support for their Iraqi 
brothers who continue to offer sacrifice for the Arab Nation. Since ' 
the start of die war Jordan has never faltered in its support and 
backing for the Iraqi people because Jordan remains committed to 
national causes and committed to help Arab brothers facing agg- 
ression, Jordan is thus bolstering the Iraqi shield which protects the 
Arab homeland, because the Iranians are threatening all the Golf 
states and other Arab countries. King Hussein’s visit and support for 
Iraq is a manifestation of Jordanian people's* feelings and a tra- 
nslation of a national commitment to Iraqi brothers. 


Nasser’s memory gains new force in 


With the Egyptian economy ailing despite the efforts of President 
Mubarak, nostalgia is growing for the policies and personality of his 
predecessor but one, Gamai Abdel Nasser. Tony Walker reports on 
what some see as a dangerous trend. 


CAIRO — His photograph is dis- 
played increasingly on the streets 
of Cairo by private citizens. His 
name is more often mentioned in 
conversation and in the press. And 
as Egypt’s economic crisis dee- 
pens the policies he stood for gam 
more popular support, to the dis- 
comfort of the mainstream of the 
ruling National Democratic Party. 

Ata time when President Hosni 
Mubarak is warning opposition 
groups to exercise restraint or risk 
the consequences, the apparent 
rebirth of a Nasserist trend is 
being watched closely in Egypt. 

President Gamai Abdel Nasser 
died, aged 52, erf a heart attack in 
September 1970. But his views 
appear to be striking a chord in a 
country where the simpler ans- 
wers of another era have a certain 
appeal, given the seemingly int- 
ractable problems of today. 

The late president has always 
been an uncomfortable historical 
fact for his successors, who have 
sought by various means to curb 
the influence of his views. 

Loosely described as Nas- 
serism, these embrace a com- 
mitment to Arab unity and rep- 
resent a form of grassroots soc- 
ialism. 

President Sadat first suspended 
and then outlawed Nasser's pol- 
itical organisation, the Arab Soc- 


ialist Union (ASU). Subsequent 
attempts to form a Nasserite party 
have been bogged down m die 
courts, a result of the arcane reg- 
ulations enacted in Hie 1970s that 
gave the Sadat* regime effective 
power erf veto over new political 
parties. 

Agitation for the formation erf a 
Nasserite party, however, is gro- 
wing. One legal impediment was 
removed in 1984, when the Adm- 
inistrative Court decided an app- 
lication to form a new party had 
merit, referring to the supreme 
constitutional court for final jud- 
gment. That is where it is lodged. 

It seems a matter of time — and 
Egypt's legal system on con- 
tentious cases is extremely pon- 
derous — before a Nasserite party 
in some form is approved. It is a 
prospect viewed with app- 
rehension by the forces of the cen- 
tre and the right, which are unc- 
ertain about the extent of Nas- 
serist support. 

There is Bttie likelihood of an 
improvement in Egypt' s financial 
position in the next few years, so 
backing for a Nasserite pro- 
gramme may well be considerable, 
even tfaragH much of what Gamai 
Abdel Nasser stood for in the tur- 
bulent 1950s has limited rel- 
evance today. 

A worrying possibility for those 


in power ih Egypt is that a party 
that raises the banner of the late 
president would constitute a pow- 
erful rallying point for the ieft, 
whose impact is at die moment 
dmunisbed because of divisions 
among the various groupings. 

There are even suggestions that 
a significant dement of presklent 
Mubarak’s own NDP would def- 
ect to the Nasserists if a party were 
formed. Several of Mr. Mubarak’s 
top advisers served as Nasseraids. 

Judging the strength of die Nas- 
serite tendency is not proving 
easy. The movement currently 
comprises two factions: one is led 
by Kama] Ahmed, a former par- 
1 iamentarian from Alexandria and 
prominent figure in Nasser's Arab 
Socialist Union; the other by Farid 
Abdel Karim, a lawyer who was 
also active in the ASU. 

Since the death of President 
Sadat in 1981, Mr. Ahmed has 
been responsible for pursuing thr- 
ough legal channels permission to 
form a Nasserite party. 

Mr. Karim, who operates from 
dingy offices in Cano's central 
business district, says that his 
group “the Arab Socialist Nas- 
serite Party” is supporting Mr. 
Ahmed’s efforts to secure legal 
sanction for a new political org- 
anisation that represents the late- 
p resident's views. How these two 
streams will co-ordinate if per- 
mission fora party is granted rem- 
ains unclear. 

Mr. Karim, who is well regarded 
tty young Nasserists. claims the 


support cfsome 40,000 “cadres,]’ 

and the numbers, he says, are bui- 
lding all the rime. His group met 
•lor .the first time on January 15, 
1984 and has grown, he says, into 
a fully-fledged movement. Gov- 
ernment concern about Nasserite 
activity was underlined by its ref- 
usal dns year to allow the group to 
conduct Its regular nud- January 
meeting which coincides with the 
late president’s birthday.. The 
government is scared of foe Nas- 
serists, said Mr. Karim, because 
for them foe “Nasserite trend is 
the most dangerous trend.” It is 
the only party, he added, capable 
of achieving mass support. 

Mohammed Heikal, Nasser’s 
confidant and editor erf Cairo’s Al 
Ahram newspaper in the 1960s, 
when it was the most influential 
publication in foe Arab World, 
sees two distract political threads 
in' Egypt at present. These are the 
Nasserists and Muslim fun- 
damentalists. 

Of foe Nasserists., he says: 
“They are like an army without 
generals, and that's their dilemma. 
But they are a very potent mov- 
ement. Between them and the rel- 
igious trend they monopolise opi- 
nion.” 

Nasserism’s relevance today, 
observed Mr. Heikal , is that Egypt 
will always aspire to be ind- 
ependent. It will always have an 
Arab commitment and a desire for 
social justice. These are foe Nas- 
serite themes espoused by Mr. 
Karim and his supporters. 


Nasserism’s appeal is und- 
erstandable given, that many Egy- 
ptians are increasmgty questioning 
foe value of close ties with foe 
United States, foe Camp David 

accords and foe “open-door pol- 
icy of president Sadat aimed at 
encouraging productive _ foreign 
investment, but which is being 
represented in opposition pub- 
lications as a conduit for a small 
group of corrupt officials and bus- 
inessmen to get rich. 

Moh amm ed Salma wy, an editor 
of Al Ahram and a declared Nas- 
serist, says there is a “resurgence 
of Nasserism after Sadat because 
people can now compare foe two 
experiments they have lived thr- 
ough and in most cases the com- 
parison is favourable to Nasser 
rather than Sadat. 

“Nasserism is basically a means 
of reaching a degree of social jus- 
tice without resorting to Com- 
munism or Marxism ... what peo- 
ple yearn for is social justice as 
under Nasser, and given Egypt’s 
economic situation this idea- has 
strong appeal.” 

Mr. Karim said there were three 
main problems facing Egyptian 
society. These were relations with 
America, the peace treaty with 

Israel and what he described as the 

“total annulment” of Nasser’s 
programme, which included ass- 
istance to foe “productive sector,” 
namely workers, labourers and 
farmers. 

“We believe our interests are 


very different jrom those of fig 

US.,” Me said- - 

Oneof the accusations 1 _ 

against the Nasserists is drat 
espousing the political pi 
gramme of the late president I 
are threatening a return to 
undemocratic practices of tft 
1950s and 1960s, when dissefl 
was stifled and opposition groups 
particularly the Muslim Brofoaqj 
were treated in a repressive maq 
ner. | 

“Nasser,” Mr. Karim declared 
“was a great democrat. All his s 



and one that ■ suggests that 
serists are having difficul ty 
s trading a contemporary pot 
programme that takes account <j 
the positive and negative dement 
of the Nasser years. ’. r 

Mona Maixem Ebeid; lectori* 
in sociology, member erf the try 
fotfonalist Wafd opposition pan; 
and newspaper columnist, beE 
ieves the failure of Nasserists ! 
their uncritical view of Nasserisoz 

Mrs. Ebeid is sceptical abou 
Nasserist claims of mass support 
but foe does acknowledge tha 
memoriesof foe late president ant 
his policies are tinged with a cer 
tain nostalgia, and that among 
young people unfamiliar with tht 
actual circumstances of- Nasrerj 
rule he has become a romantic 
even heroic figure — Finanrid 
Times news feature. 1 


Namibia: Hope for 
independence 


Reuter 

WINDHOEK — These are foe 
key facts about Namibia (South 
West Africa), the African con- 
tinent's last white-ruled dep- 
endency for which South African 
President P.W. Botha on Tuesday 
proposed August 1 as foe date to 
begm implementing a UN. plan 
for independence. 

Population : 1 .05 1 .000 ( 19S2 
census) mostly blacks and col- 
oureds. Whites are in a minority of 
7 j 5 percent. 

Religion: More than 40 per cent 
Protestants, 13 percent Catholics, 
with many animist spirit wor- 
shippers. 

Official languages: Afrikaans 
and English. German is an add- 
itional national language. 

Area: 823.168 square km bou- 
nd edto the west by foe Atlantic, to 
foe north by Angola and Zambia, 
to the east by Botswana and to the 
south by South Africa. 

Capital: Windhoek (population 
88 . 700 . more than half white). 

Armed forces (source. South 
African military spokesman in 
Windhoek): up to 50.000 South 
African defence forces at any one 
time plus several thousand 
counter-insurgency police ope- 
rating in hazardous areas. Exact 
numbers are not disclosed. 

South African intelligence sou- 
rces say foe rebel Southwest Afr- 
ica Peoples Organisation 
(SWAPO) has 6,000 fighters ope- 
rating from Angola, compared 
with up to 13 ,000 a few years ago. 

Economy: GNP S1.4 billion. 
51,407 per head (est. 1980). Main 
economic activity lies in minerals, 
livestock farming. South Africa, 
foe European Community and the 
UJS. are Namibia’s main trading 
partners. 

Modem history: Namibia, spa- 
rsely populated but rich in min- 
erals, was colonised by Germany 
in 1884 and taken over by South 
Africa in 1915. 

The League of Nations gave 
South Africa a mandate to adm- 
inister the territory in 1920 which 
was replaced by a UN. trusteeship 
in 3946. 

SWAPO began a war to end 
South African rule in 1966, foe 
UN. stripped South Africa of its 
mandate and in 1971 the Int- 
ernational Court of Justice ruled 
South African control illegal. 

But despite repeated United 
Nations resolutions deman ding 


Namibia's independence and 
SWAPO’s 18-year bush war, 
South Africa has retained control 
of foe territory. 

The South African-inspired 
Tu mhal le conference on Nam- 
ibian independence from 1975 to 
1976 resisted UN. demands for 
South Africa's withdrawal and 
proposed an interim government. 

After talks with Pretoria. 
SWAPO, “frontline" .African sta- 
tes and a contact group of officials 
from the US., Britain. France. 
Canada and West Germany called 
for UN. -supervised elections, 
which were approved bv South 
Africa and SWAPO in 1978. - 

But instead South Africa held 
“internal elections" in Namibia 
that were boycotted by SWAPO. 
They were won by foe South 
African-backed Tumhalle All- 
iance Party but were not rec- 
ognised by the UN. 

In 1979 South Africa launched 
air raids against 12 SWAPO vil- 
lages based in Angola and was also 
accused by Zambia, one of the 
frontline states, of bombing some 
of its tillages. 

In 1981 a Geneva conference 
on Namibia failed to achieve a 
ceasefire agreement, which South 
Africa argued would be pre- 
mature. But foe contact group 
vetoed proposed sanctions against 
South Africa. 

In 1982 the contact group ann- 
ounced foe agreement of all par- 
ties on constitutional principles 
but progress was prevented by 
South African insistence on a par- 
allel accord that an estimated 
25 ,000 Cuban troops in Angola be 
withdrawn. 

Further talks in July 1 984 in foe 
Cape Verde islands, the first 
known direct talks between South 
Africa and SWAPO, broke down 
over SWAPO’s insistence that a 
ceasefire could only be effected 
under UN. supervision and after 
implementation of a UN. ind- 
ependence plan for the territory. 

In June, 1985, South Africa 
granted limited powers to an int- 
erim government made up of a 
coalition of internal parties, exc- 
luding the SWAPO. 

US. negotiator Chester Cro- 
cker visited Angola and South 
Africa in January in what dip- 
lomats said was a new bid to find a 
solution to foe Namibian ind- 
ependence issue. 


Signs of political in-fighting 
in Aquino government 


By Angus MacSwan 

Reuter 

MANILA — President Corazon 
Aquino’s “people’s power” gov- 
ernment began its second week in 
office Wednesday a mid growing 
signs of political in -fighting and 
hurdles to dismantling the est- 
ablishment set up by deposed lea- 
der Ferdinand Marcos. 

Aquino faces dissent within the 
military over the release of pol- 
itical prisoners and bow to deal 
with Communist insurgency, pro- 
tests against the dismissal of 
pro- Marcos mayors and gov- 
ernors, and resentment among 
opposition figures passed over in 
the new government. 

She must also deal with a nation 
which ousted Marcos after 20 
years through a popular uprising 
and now appears set to adopt the 
catchword and tactic of “people’s 
power” to push other demands. 
Local Government Minister 


Aquilino Pimentel has caused a 
storm of protest by dismissing 
pro -Marcos mayors and pro- 
vincial governors and appointing 
replacements. 

Elections for the posts were due 
in May but Aquino has indicated 
she might cancel them. Many of 
the officials have refused to resign 
and their supporters have staged 
protests against the move. 

Other leaders of the deposed 
regime are also clinging to their 
positions. Marcos' prime minis ter 
Cesar Virata and vice- 

E resident-elect Arturo Tolentino 
ave both refused. to yield their 
positions to Salvador Laurel, who 
was awarded foe two posts in foe 
new government. 

Aquino has also 1 called on the 
13-man supreme court appointed 
by Marcos tf> resign. Five mem- 
bers heeded her call on Tuesday 
but eight still remain. They and 
other officials say they were app- 
ointed or elected under the con- 
stitution. 


ISRAEL ECONOMY 



Spanish Mo‘ couil harm nJATO 


morale an t set a prece lent 


By Paul Taylor 

Reuter 

BR USSELS — With only days left 
before Spain votes in a hotly- 
contested referendum on whether 
■to stay in NATO, officials at all- 
iance headquarters are scanning 
each new opinion poll with mou- 
nting anxiety. 

Wary of interfering in foe cam- 
paign .US. and European officials 
nevertheless say a “No” vote 
would be a severe blow to allied 
morale <hat could set a divisive 
precedent. 

"Politically, it would be awful. 
We pride ourselves on being an 
alliance of democracies. If the 
only democracy ever to hold a 
vote specifically on NATO me- 
mbership voted against, it would 
be a terrible setback.” a European 
■NATO diplomat said. 

NATO Secretary-General Lord 
Carrington, who visited Madrid in 
January, has said that if Spain does 
vote to leave, it would have been 
better if it bad never joined. 

Most opinion polls have for- 
ecast a majority in favour of wit- 
hdrawal, though the margin seems 
to be narrowing as Socialist Prime 
Minister Felipe Gonzalez throws 
his full weight behind the “Yes” 
campaign. 

Spain joined the 16-nation def- 
ence pact under a centre-right 


govern meat in 1982. becoming 
the first new member since West 
Germany joined in 1955. 

A senior NATO political ana- 
lyst said a Spanish withdrawal 
would be “a windfall for foe Soviet 
Union/’ though he and others 
acknowledged that Moscow bad 
kept a low profile in contrast to 
previous crude efforts to sway 
West European opinion on nuc- 
lear issues. 

The analyst was concerned that 
a negative vote' might raise dem- 
ands for re fe rendu ms in countries 
such as Greece, where majority 
support for NATO would be unc- 
ertain. or on individual defence 
issues such as the deployment of 
U.S. nuclear missiles. 

Several NATO governments 
are unhappy about the terms in 
which Gonzalez has framed the 
choice, linking continued mem- 
bership with a ban on nuclear 
weapons in Spain and on military 
integration into the alliance. 
NATO sources said. 

Carrington complained about 
“a la carte membership'’ during 
his Madrid trip but ‘ the allies 
would clearly rather retain Spain 
as an awkward member than lose 
it completely. 

Militarily, a withdrawal would 
have Gttle immediate impact on 
NATO, since Spain has never int- 
egrated its forces under allied 


command and does not plan to do 
so even if it stays. 

Its respected, fast modernising 
navy and maritime air forces 
would presumably continue to 
cooperate with NATO neighbours 
in the Mediterranean and Atl- 
antic, a Spanish NATO official 
said. 

The United States would con- 
tinue to maintain four large air 
bases and a naval base , manned by 
about 12.000 men. under a bil- 
ateral defence agreement that 
runs until next year. 

The accord, stepchild of a 1953 
pacr that foe United States con- 
cluded with the late rightist dic- 
tator Francisco Franco, does not 
refer to NATO contingencies. 

The bases are seen in the all- 
iance as a key bridgehead for foe 
reinforcement of Europe in a cri- 
sis, allowing foe West greater 
“defence in depth." 

Spain is also linked with its new 
European Community partners 
for foreign policy coordination 
and in the Independent European 
Programme Group, which it. cur- 
rently chairs, for armaments col- 
laboration. 

The Spanish official ack- 
nowledged that foe perception of 
a Soviet threat to Spain, neutral in 
the two world wars, was more 
remote than for most other 
NATO allies. 


. * 
However, he said Spam's com: 
mitment to defend itsstrategicall| 
located terrhoiy and adjacent 
waters was of great inqxHtance ttj 

Many allied officials are dis-« 
tressed by foe attitude of Spain's 
conservative opposition, the All-j 
tanra Popular, which is cam-i 
pajgning for a boycott of the ref-; 
erendum, although it supports 
NATO. ] 

"Apart from being que-i 
stionable in a young democracy! 
the boycott seems a self-defeatinp 
way for NATO’s oldest supporter 
in Spain to try to make a domestic 
political point and embarrass 
Gonzalez." a European diplomat 
said. 

Some NATO officials also say 
they detect a slightly anti- 
American tone in foe Socialists; 
prq-NATO arguments. 

Despite the negative opinion 
polls, some NATO aides in Bru- 
ssels say they find it hard to bel- ^ 
ieve their Spanish colleagues will ! 
be packing their papers and going 1 
home in a few months’ time.- ( 
“Even if they lose the ref- 
erendum, foe turn-out could be so 
low that foe government could a 
argue only a minority voted .’No’. ; 
Or else it could be left to an ele- ' 
ctkra in which both major parties 
would support NATO." one \ 
non-NATO analyst said. 


Afghan refugees become political issue in Pakistan 


By Tom Heneghan 

Reuter 

PESHAWAR. Pakistan — Pak- 
istan's three million Afghan ref- 
ugees. long welcomed here as 
Muslim brothers in distress, are 
rapidly becoming magnets for 
public resentment in the nervous 
Northwest Frontier Province 
(NWFP). 

The revival of political life last 
December after eight and a half 
years of martial law has sparked a 
sometimes bitter debate on Isl- 
amabad's blanket support for the 
refugees and the rebels among 
them who fight KabuPs gov- 
ernment. 

A series of bomb blasts in the 
Frontier Province, for which pol- 
ice blame the Afghan secret ser- 
vice Khad, has increased tension 
and fanned suspicion against alm- 
ost everything Afghan. 

“I don't know who did it. but it 
is all because of foe refugees. They 
should go," said Nasrullah, dri- 
ving his taxi past an airline office 
destroyed in a January 23 blast 
that killed four people and injured 
28. 

The bombs and ensuing mar- 


ches by groups for and against the 
refugees have brought more pol- 
ice onto Peshawar’s streets. For- 
eign refugee aid workers have 
been advised not to venture into 
the bustling main Qissa Khwani 
("stoiy-tellers'*) bazaar. 

The change has spread fear and 
uncertainty among the refugees, 
who were sure of official support 
as long as Pakistani President 
Mohammad Zia UJ Haq kept the 
political lid down but now worry 
how the ne.w civilian government 
will deal with their critics. 

Peshawar- based rebel groups 
now more openly side with the 
fundamentalist Jamaat-I-Islarai.. 
joining in meetings and dem- 
onstrations by the right-wing 
party — the only one in Pakistan 
fully behind their struggle. 

Refugees in the sprawling 
camps around the Frontier Pro- 
vince capital said tribal elders are 
now consulting each other about 
contingency plans if foe atm- 
osphere worsens. 

Left-wing parties here have 
been quick to tap what they see as .. 
a well of supressed resentment,, 
charging the refugees interfere in 


domestic politics and provoke 
Afghan retaliation raids that bring 
Kabul’s six-year-old war into Pak- 
istan. 

“It is tenser now than I have 
ever seen it." said one exiled int- 
ellectual who came' here after 
Moscow sent troops to Kabul in 

“I used to advise refugees not to 
take sides in Pakistani politics, but 
in this atmosphere, you have to,” 
foe exile, who asked not to be 
named, said. 

Frontier Province police chief 
Abbas Khan last month accused 
Khad of planting • bombs and 
mines which have killed atleast 23 
people in the province this year. 

One blast.in foe main ticket off- ' 
ice of Pakistan International Air- - 
lines, killed four people and ini-- 
a red 28. • . • / 

Fifteen Afghans were- killed ' 
when their pickup truck hit a land 
mine near foe mountainous bor-. 
der on January 7. Mines have also 1 
been reported near .refugee - 

camps. •/. •. 

Officials, also accuse Afg-: 
ban is tan of arming dissident Tas- 
htun tribesmen 'in tfie lawless bor- 



der area to have them stop rebels- 
from using foe region as their san- 
ctuary. 

The main dissident chieff Wali' 
Khan Kukikhel, admits to~ taking 
arms from Afghanistan Kabul 
denies Islamabad's charges but 
officials there admit to. sending 
food and clothes. 

In this atmosphere of unc- 
ertainty, Abdul' Wali kiian, head 
of the left-wing National Dem- 
ocratic Party (NDP) .opposed to 
Isla mabad’ s Afghan . policy, has 
launched a virulent campaign aga- 
inst the exiles. l 

He talks of Peshawar becoming 
aBemit on foe Afghau-Pakistan 

bkx,dmath <»uld hap- 
pen at any time,” he sail, md 
urges people to form defence! 
committees . because ..he- says ; 
ijht-wmg groups have “hit lets” 
or gnvertiraeot critics. ' 

5 hui,afaad it is' 
-STS? 2 Aoodotweapons to \ 

~~ ftfrerior Minister 

• M^nuud- Aslaai Khattak says 
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Jordanian working women express their views 


By Stn Atiyth 

^Kfala»*rioidHTkHs 


— If uyooc ,mjs 
worn are inferior to men in the! 
jmtfMhiaal ad h mrntn world, 

^edallyin Jordan, be or she is 
mistaken. There are women here 
who hold high responsible pos- 
itions and being a woman h«« not- 
hing to do with it. 

Mrs. Ophelia Bishouty has been 
working for 30 years. She began 
her education in Jerusalem at the 
Schmidts Girls College where she 
received her Palestrae Mat- 
riculation (equivalent to high sch- 
ool), and afterwards did teacher 
traraing course there. She gra- 
duated from England in 1930 with 
a Bachelor of Arts in Nutrition 
and Education. Mrs. Bishouty 
came back to Amman where her 
parents lived and she worked for 
.the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) as a 
field nutritionist for four years. In 
1952 she married and later had 
two sons and from 1954 to 1958 
she was not working in order to be 
with her children. When they were 
old enough for school, she started 
working again; teaching English 
and working in administration at 
die Greek Catholic School, and 
did so for 15 years, during which 
she had a daughter. In 1973 Mrs. 
Bishouty became the deputy pri- 
ncipal at the Ahha School for Girls 
for three years and then full pri- 
ncipal for five years. After leaving 
die school in 198 1 , she worked for 
one year in a United Nations Dev- 
elopment Programme (UNDP) 
with the Ministry of Social Dev- 
elopment trafofog housewives cm 
die maintenance and repair of 
household electrical equipment. 
The year after that Mrs. Bishouty 
stayed home for the first time 
since 1958. She says: “It was nice 
in the beginning to have all the 
time to myself, with no obi 
igations. But then I got bored.” 


So, in 1984 she started pre- 
paration and trafofog for the Sight 
and Sound Centre, which opened 
in June 1984. Mrs. Bishouty has 
been there since as the director. 

When asked about the dif- 
ficulties she faced being a woman 
and working in an Arab country, 
Mrs. Bishouty replied: “In my 
field, it was always acceptable soc- 
iety to have such jobs, so I never 
had any problems. Also, having an 
extremely understanding husband 
helps a lot. Working in education 
was very convenient for me bec- 
ause of the hours and the long 
summer holidays. When die chi- 
ldren were small, they would go to 
school before I wentto work, and I 
was back at home when drey ret- 
urned. Our holidays were at the 
same tune, so we spent them tog- 
ether.” Asked if she bad any pro- 
blems with male teachers while 
she was principal, Mrs. Bishouty 
said that they were very coo-, 
perative and never felt “bad” 
about their boss being a woman. 

Mrs. Bishouty believes that men 
should have first priority in emp- 
loyment, unless it is more suitable 
for a woman. This is why, die 
adds, her career has been ideal in 
that it is accepted by society and 
gives time for her family at the 
same tune. But, she noted, it is not 
ideal for old-age because there is 
no pension for those working in 
private schools. 

MMtflpdHS 



Nowadays, however, more 
jobs and professions are acc- 
eptable and open for women in 
Jordan. One now finds many 
women doctors, engineers, law- 
yers, executives, etc., who are hig- 
hly respected by both men and 
women. 

One may not, however, find a 
Jordanian woman carrying stones 
for buildfog or driving bulldozers. 
But then again how many Jor- 
danian men do these jobs? 

The Jordan Times interviewed 


Mrs. Ophelia Bishouty 
Dr. Aman Sukhun, a pediatrician 
and member of die American 
Board of Pediatrics. She studied 
medicine at Cairo University, 
Egypt, for seven years and she 
studied for her field at Hershey 
Medical Centre in Harrisbuigh, 
Pennsylvania, for three years. 
Then it took her another year and 
a half to get her final certMkate. 
When Dr. Sukhun went to the 
US. to advance her education, she 
married ■ another doctor. Dr. 
Adnan Has$an, who is now a gyn- 
aecologist at the University Hos- 
fxtaL White she was doing her res- 
idency, die gave birth to a girl, 
which made her work twice as 
hard because die was always on 
call When Dr. Sukhun came back 
to Amman, she worked for two 
years as consultant pediatrician at 
the King Hussein Medical Centre. 
Then three years ago she opened 
her private clinic, where she is still 
working. 

Dr. Sukhun worked very hard 
to get where she is now. and was 
one of the first women to study 
medicine in the U Being in ped- 
iatrics is another advantage of a 
career for a woman. Dr. Sukhun 
says: “Women who want to take 
their babies and chfldrcn to a ped- 


anally prefer women 
doctors. They feel a woman 
would be gentler* and more 
understanding with chil- 
dren than men. So I have 
no problems with patients.” The 
problem she may face, however, is 
the feeling feature is not spending 
as much time, as she likes with her 
family, although die spends every 
moment of her free time with 
them Dr. Sukhun does the- coo- 
king herself and arranged her cli- 
nic hours to be able to be with her 
three chfidren. “My hud) and, 
befog a doctor, helps a lot because 
he is very understanding when Tm 
called to a hospital after working 
hoars. But we don't have much of 
a social life because we spend our 
spare time with our children,” she 
said. At the same time, Dr. Suk- 
hun really likes her work because 
she says: “I get a feeling of time 
and organisation. And I feel good 
when I help people; I accomplish 
somethfog worthwhile. “ 

There are also the younger 
women m Jordan who fed they 
can take on any career they please 
and befog a female does not stop 
them.Sawsan Darwazahisonly 23 
and begpn working a year ago 
after she received her Bachelor of 
Arts in Communication Arts, with 
emphasis on drama, from Beirut, 
Lebanon. She first began working 
as a part-timer at an advertising 
agency, and withfo months she 
was promoted to art director. She 
now makes television com- 
mercials. Miss Darwazah told the 
Jordan Times: “Befog a female 



Jordan's national handball team — athletic mothers of the fixture (Tile photo) - 


Discrimination against girls continues 
in today’s Jordanian society 


By Nqjwa Najjar 

Special to ti>e Jordan Hues 

AMMAN — In the Arab World, 
as is in many parts of the world at 


their husbands or in-laws. Haya 
Taher a schoolteacher related an 
experience she witnessed at a hos- 


frequent illness, and poor food, 
gradually depletes the mothers 
body of protein and minerals. And 


really doesn't stem my clients from as is ui many parts of the world at 
coning to me. I give them my lar 8 e there “ clear preference for 
ideas of what I would do, and if male children. Consequently the 


they like it, they’ll give me the job. 
I don’t feel that befog a woman has 
anything to do wife success. If a 
woman is good and determined to 
succeed in a profession, or take on 
a high position in a company or 
anything else, she will prove her- 
self and can do if.” 


baby girl suffers discriminatory 
treatment. In addition this pre- 
ference places an enormous^hjo- 
unt of unjust pressure on the mot- 
her. 

Countless mothers, at the birth 
of a female, have had to endure 
tacit or overt commiseration of 


pital a few weeks back. A mother if the late stages of the pregnancy 
had given birth to a girl, her first happen to coincide with the sea- 
child . Outside, her husband .was in son of heaviest work in the fields, 
tears, and his mother and sisters then the mother-to-be may even 


were glumly consoling him. 
Comments of consolation such as: 
“ Your wife can practice on the girl 
so that she will be well-prepared 


lose weight as her pregnancy adv- 
ances. 

Continuous childbearing com- 
bined with malnutrition and inf- 


when the boy comes” and “don’t ection causes a syndrome called 


wo ny the nex t ch Qd wDl be a boy 
could be heard. 


nutritional anaemia in two thirds 
of pregnant women in developing 


A boy is desired for the prestige countries 


What’s on view on programme two 


.. that his birth brings to the family, 
for the authority he wQl have in 


Additionally, the Fertility Sur- 
vey of 1 976 revealed that lack of 


By J.H. Boteler 

INDEED yes. Farewell to Cha- 
nnels 3 and 6. Hello and welcome 
to Programmes 1 and 2. Does this 
radical shift in channel nom- 
enclature mean a similarly radical 
change in the programmes scr- 
eened on them? It may do, but I 
wouldn't bet on it. Anyway, we 
can but find out. 

Comedies S ( . . 

I see that the stunningly med- 
iocre series Mind Your L angu age 
is even beginning to attract letters 
to the editor, the ultimate fete of 
all that dare to fly in the face of 
public toleration. Tonight’s epi- 
sode attempts to marry off Juan 
and Maria, and of course lots of 
things go wrong before the nuptial 
knot can be rial. Sunday has bid-' 
den 'a tearful farewell to “The 
Cabbage Patch” but hopefully 
the absence wQl prove to be a 
short one, since it was rather sup- 
erior. Its place is taken by Me And 
My Girl , which brings together the 
combined talents of Richard 
O’Sullivan, (fee various “ Doctor"’ 


programme called Maahunter, 
which traces the development of 
homo sapiens from a granting 
cave-dweller to a smooth-talking 
inhabitant of a condmfofom. Man 
may have lost most of his hair and 
be able to do nifty things wife 
computers, but he has always ret- 
ained the most remarkable cap- 
acity for tailing members of his 
own species, arid, moreover, enj- 
oying it. Evidence of this was 
shown last Sunday in Bad Qf Emp- 
ire. The various one-time Cypriot 
freedom-fighters reminisced 
about executions and killings they 
had undertaken in the same cas- 
ual, offhand and smiling manner 
wife which the rest of us discuss 
Sunday lunch.- The message see- 
med to be: “It was no big deal.” 
One began to understand what 
soldiers say about killing: feat 
after fee first time, it becomes 
easy. The subject of this week’s 
episode is the African Gold Coast. 
A feature of this series has been 
how Conservative British gov- 
ernments, whether under Chu- 
rchill or Eden, consistently ign- 
ored nationalist claims throughout 
the empire until it was too late. 
The attitude of the Labour Party 


series and “Robin’s Nest”), and -during the same period was som- 


Tim Brooke -Taylor. (“Tlie Goo- 
dies”). The series revolves around 
widower Simon Harrap and his 
pretty 13-year-old daughter Sam- 
antha, and explores their rel- 
ationship. Dad’s reactions to 
Sam’s first boyfriend, her com- 
ments oo his ladyfriends. and the 
many moments when father and 
daughter do not quite see eye to 
. eye. Simon also has to cope wife a 
busy professional life in media rel- 
ations at the business that be runs 
wife his partner Derek who. unl- 
ike Simon, is shackled to a dem- 
anding family and can only envy 
Simon the freedom he appears to 
have. Other characters include a 
mother-in-law, an eccentric Scot- 
tish nanny, and a stage-struck se- 
cretary. Among the skits in Mon- 
day's Carol Burnett And Friends is 
one about the problems arising 
from cramming too many people 
into one very small office, while 
Tueda/s That's My Boy has Ida 
befog given the cold shoulder by 
the neighbours. In Three's Com- 
pany, (Wednesday), both Jack 
and Janet secretly apply to a com- 
puter dating service, and end up 
Wife each other. As per usual, 
misunderstandings abound before 
fee end credits can roll. A major 
misunderstanding occurs ig^Good 
Night And God Bless, (Thursday). 
Ronnie enters hospital fora minor 
operation raid, fearing the worst 
tapes two farewell messages: one 
to his wife and one to . his bank 
manage r. Unfortunately they are 
placed in fee wrong envelopes. 
■Whilst the bank manager is veiy 
touched at Ronnie's protestations 
of love and undying affection, 
Celia is none too pleased to learn 
about her husband's various fin- 
ancial arrangements. The fur sho- 
uld fly. On Friday Mr. Belvedere 
attempts to cure George of sno- 
ring. 

Documentaries 

After a prolonged absence Sta- 
rring The Actors returns tonight 
wife Anthony Hopkins as its sub- 
ject. Wednesday has a one-off 


ewhat different. . The ind- 
ependence of India in 1947 con- 
vinced Labour ministers and their 
officials in London that the empire 
could remain under British con- 
trol only by forestalling outbursts 
of nationalism. Once nationalist 
movements were aroused they 
were likely to press damaging 
demands. By making confessions 
voluntarily and in good time. Bri- 
tain would continue for many 
years to share power wife mod- 
erate colonial leaders. A violent 
incident in Accra in 1948 enabled 
Britain to put the theory to fee 
test. A protest march went out of 
control. A British policeman ope- 
ned fire. Protests spread through 
Accra and many other Gold Coast 
towns. Normal colonial policy cal- 
led for the firm repression of the 
population by sending a punitive 
militaiy expedition. The Labour 
Government sent instead a com- 
mittee of inquiry headed by a 
Labour lawyer known to .have lib- 
eral viewson African government. 
He recommended the rapid adv- 
ance of the Gold Coast towards 
self-government as the best way to 
avoid a recurrence of the troubles. 
For colonial Africa this was a rev- 
olutionary policy, but die Labour 
Colonial Secretary Arthur Cre- 
ech Jones, firmly pressed ahead. 
An all-African committee was 
appointed to draw up proposals 
fora new constitution for the Gold 
Coast. In 1951 British officials 
prepared voter’s fists and set up 
polling stations for the first gen- 
eral election in black Africa. Unf- 
ortunately, the wrong man won. 
Kwame Nkrumah, die one leading 
African politician who had been 
kept off the amstitutfonal adv- 
isory committee, the dangerously 
radical and popular public speaker 
who had been imprisoned — after 
an open trial — for threatening 
public order, topped the poll in 
Accra. His party also won most of 
fee seats in the rest of fee country. 
The Governor — who had rec- 
ently described him as “our local 



Anthony Hopkins is John Strickland, tin barrister 
and budding MJP. whose dramatic change of life has 


a shattering effect on those around faiiD, Tuesday at 

9:10 


Leader of Government Business. 
Nkrumah and fee Governor, Sir 
Charles Arden -Clarke, soon for- 
med a close alliance. Nkrumah 
enabled Arden-Garke to mai- 
ntain order in the countsy. 
Aiden-Clarke enabled Nkrumah 
to secure fee rapid advance to ind- 
ependence that his leadership had 
inspired fee majority of Gold 
Coasters to demand. Against 
Nkrumah and Arden-Garke were 
the new Conservative Gov- 
ernment in London, convinced 
that Labour had launched the 
Gold Coast onto so rapid a path to 
fodependance that disaster was 
inevitable, and fee chiefs of Ash- 
anti and the Northern Territories, 
who did not want power tra- 
nsferred from Britain to Nkr- 
umah. However Nkrumah bad 
this rather disconcerting habit of 
repeatedly winning elections. It 
was this skill that obliged fee Con- 
servative govern raent,in the midst 
of its preparations to invade Suez 
in October 1 956, to announce feat 
the Gold Coast would become 
independant as Ghana in five 
months time. Nkrumah, first 
Prime Minister of a European 
Colony in Africa to achieve ind- 
epen dance. became for some 
years fee standard-bearer of fee 
continent. 


Detectives sod Drama 

Dempsey And Makepeace ret- 
urn on Sunday, but I daresay 
Dempsey will wish he hadn’t, 
since he attracts the romantic att- 
entions of a love-sick girl, and 
when he spurns her, fee shoots 
him . Aunt Jessica’s well-trained 
nose sniffs out another rotten egg 
in Murder, She Wrote on Tue- 


acy when a rich man gets mur- 
dered. 

Drama sees Sense And Sen- 
sib Sty continuing on Monday. To 
my mind both Eleanor and Mar- 
ianne are too extreme in their 
temperaments: fee former bor- 
ingly sensible and the latter fat- 
uously impulsive. This week both 
girls are down in the dumps due to 
being disappointed in love. It is a 
well photographed and well acted 
series — Diana Fairfax’s portrayal 
of Mis. Dash wood is veiy strong 
— and it moves along a lot more 
briskly than “Mansfield Park” 
did; this is probably in part due to 
fee fact that it was originally scr- 
eened in half-hour episodes. Tue- 
sday has A Married Man, and this 
week disaffected John Strickland, 
visiting a diem in prison, meets 
Paula Gcrrard, a social worker, 
and is mightily smitten. She is a 
millionaire’s daughter wife a soc- 
ial conscience and a ruthless amb- 
ition. Friday has Kane And Abel, 
and collective bad news for die 
Lester family, Susan Lester is 
mortified by Kane falling in love 
with and marrying Kate Brookes, 
and it is revealed that Kane’s best 
friend and former schoolmate 
. Matthew Lester has been hiding a 
darker secret behind a veil of alc- 
oholism. But worse is to come, 
wife the Lester family dying off in 
droves. 

Soaps 

Not many surprises in Dallas 
last Monday. I told you everybody' 
would survive fee fire, didn’t I? 
Surprisingly though, J .R. still app- 
ears to be msistfog on giving up the 
in-fighting -with Bobby over' 
Ewing oO. Luckily wiser (legal) 


promises this week wife Bobby 
and Pam attempting a rec- 
onciliation (yawn), but J.R., Cliff 
Barnes and Catherine are all dead 
set against it. In Falcon Crest, 
(Wednesday), Angela Ch aiming 
and her lawyer crony are still try- 
ing to get Doctor Langtree out of 
fee country, but he upsets their 
plans. Apart from his other sms he 
is a drug-addict, and this week he 
.takes an extra big fix and O-Ds. 
(But was it his finger on fee plu- 
nger?). Return To Eden this Thu- 


the family and outside it and for birthspaefag affects the infant 
what he will achieve, wrote Elema mortality rate. 48 per 1000 infants 
Gianini Belotti in her book“Little die if the period between births is 
Girls.” Mrs. Istna Ghader, a law- four years or more, but this rate 
yer. said that the exuses given by increases to 89 per 1 000 if spacing 
society for its preference of males does not exceed two years, 
is feat it is generally felt feat a girl 
symbolises the family’s honour, 
and therefore, constitutes an eno- 
rmous responsibility for the fat- 
her. Additionally, the father must 
feed and doth his girls until they 
are married, while a boy will con- 
tribute to the economics of fee 
family. Mrs. Ghader stated that a 
boy is also very important to the 
^fafeerto carry on his family name ■ 

■-tofthe claugher is unable to do so • 
since she takes' tier husband's 
name. 

Thus if a girl is wanted, it is on a 
scale of convenience. Females are 
considered to be more aff- 
ectionate and grateful, sweet and 
playful, a company at borne, a help 
wife the housework, and the one 
who will care for her elderly par- 
ents. 

An incident was related to fee 
Jordan Times by a source who pre- 
ferred to remain anonymous, 
which further revealed the pre- 
ference. A doctor had draped a 
girl he had just delivered. When 
he informed the father thatit was a 
girt, but had died, the father shr- 
ugged his shoulders and said 
“God's wilL" The source said feat 
if it was a boy, the father would 
have sued and made sure fee doc- 
tor would never practise again. 

In most cases, whether in the 
privileged or less privileged cla- 
sses, it_Is fee mother who is held 
accountable for the sex of the More Jordanian girls are acquiring higher education, yet their per- 
baby. One regularly overhears centage is still well below their brothers (File photo) 
remarks like “my wife only brings 

girls,” and my wife has given me a Maternal mortality rates, the 
fine son." Even some females risk of dying from pregnancy rel- 
have come to take responsibility ated causes such as unregulated 
when they say comments such, as fertility, high rates of illegal abo- 
“I hope 1 do not repeat ray mot- rtions. and partial or total absence 
her’s mistake and produce only of care during pregnancy and child 
girls." birth, are highest in developing 

• This is surprising since scientific countries. Maternal mortality is 
knowledge has shown that the among the five leading causes of 
baby’s sex is determined by the death for women between fee ages 
father, and it is purely a matter of of 1 5-45. 

chance whether the female ovum UNICEF studies also show that 


security and social acceptance. 
UNICEFs survey on the con- 
dition of Jordanian women ind- 
icated that the woman's status is 
based on marriage, motherhood, 
and the number of boys she has. 
One will find feat single, widowed, 
or divorced women have no status 
in the society, similarly a mother 
who produces only females is not 
well accepted. 

Society's rejection of females, 
which places pressure on the mot- 
her. has its effect on the baby girl 
as well. Most female children, 
many created in an attempt to 
produce a male son. face dis- 
criminatory treatment. They leam 
at a very young age that this is a 
man’s world. 

Mrs.balwa Masri. a community 
development project manager and 
heatlb coordinator of the Soldiers 



Maternal mortality rates, the 
risk jof dying from pregnancy rel- 
ated causes such as unregulated 
fertility, high rates of illegal abo- 
rtions. and partial or total absence 
of care during pregnancy and child 
birth, are highest in developing 
countries. Maternal mortality is 


Families Welfare Society, did her 
master thesis on the dis- 
crimination between males and 
females under fee age of five esp- 
ecially in relation to health care 
and nutrition. She noted the fol- 
lowing discriminatory practices. 

A female baby is denied ful- 


among the five leading causes of fUlment of fee 'most important 
death for women between fee ages event in the day-feeding, as sta- 


rsday finds Stephanie paying a ' is fertilised by a sperm bearing an 


visit to the pawn-shop to raise the 
cash to buy back a controlling int- 
erest in fee company, and also 
having a head-on dasti with Jake 
Sanders in a TV chat-show. 

Feature Films 

Do you remember 1963. and 
The Great Train Robbery? You 
don’t? Oh well tonight's film is 
a reenactment of that fabled exer- 
cise in self-help by a gang of Engli- 
sh villains. Robbery stars Stanlwy 
Baker and Bany Foster and ent- 
ails a lot of stern looks, people 
getting bashed on fee bead, col- 
ourful underworld slang, and cig- 
ars getting fit from wads of five- 
pound notes. However, as far as I 
remember, it does not have any 
character half as colourful as 
Ronnie Biggs. 

Thursday’s film is called Grief 
Crazy Horse, and stars Victor 
Mature as fee Indian chief who 
defeated General Custer at fee 
battle of the Little Big Horn. In 
feis film though he is experiencing 
problems wife his tribe and con- 
ducting a doomed f riendship wife 
a UJS. Cavalry major. It’s a 
solidly-made and fairly dep- 


heads prevailed, and told him that endable western; in fact I suppose 


Hitler” — had Nkrumah brought sday, while on Friday Hunter inv- it has to be a fight to the finish, you could say feat it was a lot like 
from prison and appointed mm estates the beneficiaries of a leg- Edge-of-the-seat excitement Victor Mature. 


X chro mosorae or a sperm bearing 
a Y chromosome ..In spite of sci- 
ence’s certainty ttiat the father is 
responsible for deciding fee sex of 
the foetus, the idea has not taken 
root in most of fee Arab societies. 
Meanwhile, the wo man continues 
to endure fee accusations of befog 
unable to produce mate children, 
and many times faces fee risk of 
divorce or polygamy as a result of 
the misconception. 

A mottier, in order to overcome 
fee feelings of distress, guilt and 
unworthiness at haying a baby girl, 
and to gain security, in her mar- 
riage, will more often than not 
have as many children as needed 
to conceive a male, or until a suf- 
ficient number of males are pro- 
duced. This factor appeared in the 
Fertility Survey of 1 976 vfeich sta- 
ted feat a woman continues giving 
birth until she gets a satisfactory 
number of male children. The ave- 
rage number of children that a 
woman in Jordan has is eight* acc- 
ording to Dr. Fahed Fanek, an 
economist. 

The effect of multiple dosely- 
spaced pregnancies can be dis- 
astrous on a mother’s health, 
especially on rural mothers. A 
UNICEF report stated feat a pre- 
gnancy every 18 months wife not- 
hing in between but hard work. 


of 15-45. 

UNICEF studies also show that 
childbearing at an early age has 
further negative consequences. 
The legal age of marriage for girls 
in Jordan is 15 years according to 
UNICEFs Maternal Practices in 
an Urban Area.” The 1981 survey 
shows that 1 5 .8 per cent of girls in 
fee age group 15-19 were married 
and bearing children. Women who 
become pregnant at adolescent 
age have a much higher risk of 
complications during pregnancy 
and childbirth. The study show-d 
that infant and maternal mortality 
are highest among teen-aged 
mothers. 

The Ministery of Labour and 
Social Development reported feat 
pregnancy and birth related mor- 


tis tics have shown that females arc 
breastfed less than males. 

— Nutritional status of females 
is below feat of males according to 
the orthanpologist mea- 
suresfweight and age). 

— Males receive more nutrients 
in supplementary foods. They arc 
given more meat, legumes, eggs, 
fruits, ami vegetables than fem- 
ales. 

— Females arc immunized less 
than males. Educated mothers 
immunise their children more 
than uneducated women, but still 
females are less immunized than 
males. 

— There is more admission of 
females in rehydrution centres due 
to neglect. 

Males an: placed more than 


taUty rates reaches 6 per cent of females in institutions to help 
total deaths of the population them. vfalcs registered in men- 

qflA/i 1 K Tl L!.L If j • 


aged 15 years. The high mortality 
rate due to pregnancy and birth is 
caused by a high number of pre- 
gnancies as is obvious from fee 
high fertility rate, as well as fee 
insufficient numbers of midwives 
and woman's preference to give 
birth at home instead of hospitals. 

The average women in Jordan, 
either unaware of these affects or 
due to society’s pressure, or both, 
will continue producing children 
to ensure the arrival of a 'son or a 
sufficient number of sons. The 
greater fee number of male chi- 
ldren, fee greater fee mother’s 


tally retarded institutions make up 
37 per cent compared with 26 per 
cent of females. 

According to the Ministry of 
Labour and Sucia! Development, 
female mortality rate Is higer than 
male mortality especially 'for chi- 
ldren less than five years. Neglect 
uf female hahics is one of fee main 
causes, according to Masri. She 
said that fee commercial baby 
food and adult diets given to baby 
girls is so inadequate in terms of 
protein and vitamins that many 
more girls than boys die early in 
life. 
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Boniperti: Juventus 
may lose Trapattoni 


MILAN, Italy (R) — Giovanni Trapattoni, coach of 
European champions Juventus, is considering lea* 
ving after 10 years in charge, club chairman Gia- 
mpiero Boniperti said Friday. 

Boniperti confirmed surprise “It’s to do with my family anc 
statements by Trapattoni in tbe maybe with a desire to return tc 
Italian press in which the coach Milan or to prove oneself pro- 
said that after nearly 10 years with fessionaily in another env- 
the Turin dub he thought the time iron men t such as Genoa for exa- 
had come for a change. mple. or Naples.” 


“The situation is as Trapattoni 
describes it in the newspapers,” 
Boniperti told Reuters by tel- 
ephone, adding that the 46- 
year-old coach had still to make a 
final decision about his future. 

Trapattoni was quoted in the 
Turin daily La Stampa as saying: 
“I can leave Juventus but I am not 
a mercenary, a soldier of fortune 
who bids up the stakes so as to get 
rich. 


“It’s to do with my family and 
maybe with a desire to return to 
Milan or to prove oneself pro- 
fessionally in another env- 
ironment such as Genoa for exa- 
mple. or Naples.” 

Trapattoni made the remarks 
during the homeward flight from 
Barcelona after Juventus were 
beaten 1-0 in their European Cup 
quarter-final first leg tie on Wed- 
nesday. 

Several Italian newspapers spe- 
culated that Trapattoni had rec- 
eived a tempting offer to coach 
Inter Milan and said that his rem- 
arks, coming in mid-season, had 
caused consternation among Juv- 


entus players. 

French star Michel Platini, who 
extended his contract with Juv- 
entus at the end of last season , told 
La Stampa: “After I signed. Tra- 
pattoni heaved a sigh of relief say- 
ing he was happy I was staying. 
Now he may be going. I feel half 
betrayed.” 

Trapattoni joined Juventus in 
1976 from AC Milan, where he 
had a distinguished career as a 
player and a trainer. 

Under his guidance. Juventus 
have won the league cha- 
mpionship four times, the Italian 
league tide twice and the Eur- 
opean Cup Winners’ Cup, Cha- 
mpions' Cup, Super Cup and 
World Club Championship once 
each. 

With more than half the season 
gone, Juventus are four points 
dear at the top of tbe Italian lea- 
gue. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Brazil’s Zico may need surgery 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Brazil World Cup striker Zico could 
need surgery after twisting his left knee in training on Tuesday, 
team doctor Neylor Las mar said Thursday. ”Zkx> said his knee is 
swollen and still hurts and we fear his cartilage may have been 
affected.” Lasraar added. Zico. who celebrated his 33rd birthday 
on Monday, said coach Tele Santana promised to wait for him 
until Brazil flew to the World Cup finals in May. But Lasmar 
explained that should he need more surgery, he doubted if Zico 
would be fit for the Mexico finals. 

Portuguese leads marred rally 

POVOA DE VARZIM. Portugal (R) — Portugal's Joaquirn 
Moutinho held a 13-minute lead in the Portuguese Motor Rally 
Friday after dominating the second stage in tbe absence of top 
international drivers who withdrew in a safety protest. Moutinho. 
driving a Renault 5 Turbo, won eight of the 10 special sections on 
tarmac road in tbe second rally stage which ended Thursday night 
after circling the small northern port of Povoa De Varzira. Only 
some 60 competitors, mostly Portuguese, remained in the rally 
after more than 30 top drivers walked out on the first day. inc- 
luding world champion Tirno Salonen of Finland. They pulled out 
in protest over poor safety conditions after an accident in which 
two spectators were killed. 


Rossi is Italy's question mark 


Algeria and Morocco clash today 


By Hamza Hendawi 

Reuter 

ALEXANDRIA. Egypt — World 
Cup finalists Algeria and Morocco 
take the field Saturday in what 
could be their only clash in the 
.African Nations' Cup finals. 

The odds are strong that, if they 
play each other again in the 
eight-nation tournament, it will be 
in the March 21 final in Cairo. 

The Algerians and Moroccans, 
both bolstered by European- 
based players, are the pre- 


tournament stars of Group B in 
Alexandria, whose round-robin 
matches are being played on alt- 
ernate days to those of Group A. 
which started Friday in Cairo. 

Hundreds of fans in this Med- 
iterranean port city of three mil- 
lion people have been turning out 
to watch the two North African 
sides in training, and youngsters 
swarm them for autographs or 
photographs. 

A capacity crowd is expected 
for their match Saturday two 
hours after holders Cameroun and 


FOR RENT 

Furnished ground floor fiat in a new villa. Separate entrance 
& garden, two bedrooms, dining-living area and open plan 
kitchen. Independent heating & electricity, colour TV. video, 
automatic washing machine and others 

Location Behind Holiday Inn. 50 metres from the French 
•'inderoarten. 

Tel: 676222, 1 :30 p.m. - 730 p.m. 
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HOIEL^KWW IOTEK*' CVmtUU. 


CocktaSs 6.30pm. Dinner 7.30pm. 

Theatre ( approx i 9.30pm. 

Tickets at JO 15.00 

(Tax end s ervice charge included) 

Fm all reservations oleosa caS84l3Sl Ext 2141 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

4th Circle, Jabal Amman. Consisting of 2 bedrooms 
with own garage, telephone, central heating, large 
garden. 

Phone (770683) between 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Phone (642860) between 7-9 p.m. 


Zambia meet in the day’s first 
match. 

The Camerounians will be keen 
to dispel speculation that their 
days of gloiy. after an impressive 
run in the 1982 World Cup finals, 
may be waning. 

They were knocked out of the 
race for this year’s Mexico World 
Cup by Zambia, and this gives 
Saturday's match added explosive 
potential. 

All four sides in the group have 
strong individual stars — esp- 
ecially the North Africans. 

Morocco, who last won the Afr- 
ican Cup in 1976, will be hoping 
for a strong performance from str- 
iker Aziz Bouderbala of Swiss 
club side Sion. 

Coach Jose Faria is keeping the 
Algerians guessing about the 
Moroccan line-up until one hour 
before die match. But he con- 
firmed that star goalkeeper Badou 
Zaki would be between tbe posts 
Saturday. 
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Fur RtNT 

Modern Furnished and Unfurnished 
Apartments 

Studios, one bedroom, two bedrooms, three bed- 
rooms. Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman between 3rd and 4th Circles, 
and Shmeisani. near Birds Garden. •, . 

Tel: 641443 - 642351 - 667862 


CONVERSION OF EXISTING 
CONFERENCE HALL INTO THEATRE 


The Ministry of Youth invites qualified specialist int- 
ernational contractors jointly with qualified local con- 
tractors to submit their technical and financial offers 
for the conversion works of the existing conference 
hall of the Royal Cultural Centre into a theatre, in com- 
pliance with the conditions and requirements of the 
Ministry. 

Documents can be obtained from the RCC on the 8th 
March, till the 15th of March, 1986. 

Offers should be submitted to the RCC at a date not 
later than 12 noon, Saturday the 3rd May, 1986. 

Minister of Youth. 


P.S. Advertising fees will be the responsibility of the 
successful tenderer. 


SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 

(Furnished or unfurnished) 

Consisting of two bedrooms, dining room, guest room, sitting room, 
veranda, two bathrooms, large kitchen, separate garden, garage, 
telephone, central heating.. 

Location: Western Shmeisani, 800 metres west of Ambassador 
Hotel. Abdul Haleem Nlmer Street. Home. no. 5306. 

Annual rent (furnished) JD 3,000 ; (semi-furnished) JD 2,800: (unf- 
urnished) JD 2,500. 

Pts. call 665711 from 8-11 a.m. and from 24)0-5:00 p_m. 




By Clare Fallun 

Reuter 

ROME — As Italy approaches the 
task of defending the World Cup. 
the most urgent question on the 
minds of Italian soccer fans con- 
cerns national hero Paolo Rossi. 

While other World Cup vet- 
erans like winger Bruno Conti and 
sweeper Antonio Cabrini are vir- 
tually guaranteed places in the 
squad that manager Razo Bearzot 
is due to name next month, a crop 
of injuries has kept Rossi out of 
international soccer this season 
and his place in this year's finals is 
not yet certain. 

Italy's soccer-crazy public 
would certainly regard as ill-fated 
any mission to Mexico which did 
not include the star centre- 
forward. Fortunately for them. 
Bearzot has always kept faith with 
the player he called up at the last 
minute for the 1 978 World Cup in 
Argentina. 

Bearzot. preparing for a record 
third World Cup as Italian man- 
ager. is expected to build his 
22 -man squad around several key 
players who helped bring home 
the trophy from Spain four years 
ago. 

Rossi, now 29. took much of the 
credit for that win. He became the 
top scorer of the 1982 competition 
with a hat-trick against Brazil in 
the second round, scored both 
goals against Poland in the sem- 
ifinals and the opener in their 3- 1 
defeat of West Germany in the 
final. 

Since he helped Italian league 
side Vicenza win promotion to the 
First Division in 1977. Rossi's 
career has been a chronicle of high 
and low points. 

A player of exceptional tactical 
intelligence. Rossi broke into top 
class soccer at the relatively late 
age of 20 after three cartilage ope- 
rations had forced him into long 


periods of inactivity. 

Discovered for Vicenza by dub 
official Giuseppe Farina, it was to 
Farina, by then president of 
Milan, that he returned this season 
after a subdued four years with 
Juventus in the shadow of Fra- 
nce's Michel Platini. 

Rossi caught Bearzot' s eye late 
in 1977 when Vicenza were cha- 


opening game of the 1978 World' 
Cup finals and has been captain..': 
four times. 

Observers say he has not lost . ; 
the excellent form he showed in - 
Argentina and his calm, steady 
personality makes him a natural 
leader among the Italian def-. 
enders. . 

In 10 seasons with Juventus.. 


Henning Juventus for the league .(^brini. who began his career with r : 
title' His first two caps were fol- his local team Cremooese. has.., : 
lowed by a summons to join the won every major soccer honour, 
national' team travelling to Arg- [nduding all three European 
entina for the 1978 World Cup. Cups, the Supercup. the Int- 
Rossi’s rise in Argentina, where ercontinental Cup, two Italian j£ 
Italy finished fourth, was both Cups and five league titles. :Jf 
unexpected and meteoric. He Conti did not make his int- r vs 
proved a fast, opportunist player ernational debut until the age of 
who gave a boost to the squad and 25 in October 1980. But sin<» ^ 
scored three times. then he has become the most-'g 

"Pablito,” as the admiring Arg- capped player in his Roma dub’s; Cr- 
eatine crowd nicknamed him. ret- history with 4) appearances. - .ta, 
uraed to Italy a hero but less than Not a prolific scorer — he can j|g 
two years later was embroiled in count only five goals in those ! 4 1 
a national betting scandal which games — Conti's reputation is - 
rocked Italian soccer. based on his ski!! as a tirele.ss and-^'i 

The Italian- Football Federation unselfish play maker. 
suspended Rossi for two years In the 19S2 final he set up 
after he was accused, with nearly Italy's third goal for Sandro Alt-""*! 
40 other players apd officials, of obelfi. 

accepting bribes from two illegal Bearzot, who celebrated his 
bookmakers to fix the results of 10th anniversary in charge of the g 
key matches — charges which he national side last September, has -T 
has always denied. been considering using younger ^ 

A state court acquitted Rossi on players like forward Paolo Bal--3. 
similar charges and the promise of dieri of Pisa and Milan sweeper ^2 
a contract with Juventus at the end Filippo Galli in Mexico but has . 
of the federation suspension per- said that a solid core of exp- . ,4 
suaded him to keep in shape. His crienced players is needed to hold ''5 
performance in Spain proved that the squad together. * 
the long layoff had done nothing A former wing-half who played . 
to blunt his form. for 19 years and made one app- '•£ 

The Spanish finals also high- earance for Italy. Bearzot, 58. has ; ^ 
lighted the talents of Cabrini and been in charge for more games . 0 : 
Conti, both now pillars of the nat- than any other Italian team man- • 
ional team and among Bearzot' s ager.-.His record is 51 wins. 27 * 

first choices for Mexico. The pair, draws and 25 defeats. -- 

who are firm friends off the pitch. Mexico may be his last fling as . ^ 
each scored one goal in Spain. manager of the national side. His ' : 
Cabrini. 28. has earned 61 contract expires afteT the World yc. 
camps since his first full int- Cup and he has said he may con- M 
ernational appearance in Italy's sider trying his luck with a club, r i 


1 Oth anniversary in charge of the ' g 
national side last September, has -T 
been considering using younger^ 
players like forward Paolo Bal- -5. 
dieri of Pisa and Milan sweeper 
Filippo Galli in Mexico but has ^ 
said that a solid core of exp- .,!s 
crienced players is needed to hold "'2 
the squad together. ” 

A former wing-half who played . g 
for 19 years and made one app- '•£ 
earance for Italy. Bearzot, 58. has ; £ 
been in charge for more games . . 0 : 
than any other Italian team man- • 
ager.-.His record is 51 wins.- 27 * 

draws and 25 defeats. - 

Mexico may be his last fling as . 
manager of the national side. His ' i 
contract expires after the World yc, 
Cup and he has said he may con- M 
sider trying his luck with a club. r i 


hverton below strength for Luton 


Lvi 1 1 1 


LONDON ( R) — Evenon's 
Welsh international defender 
Kevin Ratdiffe misses only his 
eighth game in three seasons Sat- 
urday — and his absence could not 
have come at a more crucial time. 

The league champions travel to 
Luton for their English Football 
Association (F.A.) Cup qua- 
rterfinal without Ratdiffe and 
with fullback Gan' Stevens dou- 
btful. 

Ratcliffe. heart and inspiration 
of Everton's defence, damaged 
ankle ligaments during the fifth 
round win at Tottenham on Tue- 
sday. a mafchdelayedby week<o: 
wintry weather. 

Ratdiffe and Stevens, who mis- 
sed the win over Spurs because ot 
fluid on the knee, were prominent 
in helping Eve non win the trophy 
in 1984 and guiding them back to 
Wembley last year, where they 
surrendered English soccer's most 



Yarmouk University Main Campus, 
Faculty of Engineering, 

Irbid, 

Jordan. 


PREQUALIFICATION OF TENDERERS 

Specialised suppliers and/or manufacturers of fur- 
niture who wish to tender for the supply, delivery and 
installation of furniture for the above project are inv- 
ited to obtain the prequalification documents from the 
engineering office at Yarmouk University Liaison Off- 
ice in Amman on or after Monday 10 March 1986. 

The completed documents must be returned to the 
Engineering Office not later than 25 March 1986. 


r CHEN’S . 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch and dinner FRIDAY 

Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open doily 12:00-3:30 pjn. 
6:30 - Midnight 


famous piece of silverware to 
Manchester United. 

Manager Howard Kendall 
looks likely to call on utility man 
Alan Harper to help plug the gaps 
at the back as Evenon. six points 
clear of United at the top of tbe 
First Division, bid for their third 
successive F.A. Cup final app- 
earance. 

"I won't make any decisions 
until we know- how Gary is.” said 
Kendall, who has Derek Mou- 
Dtfield just returning to match fit- 
ness after missing the whole sea- 
son-. .... 

-■ " W'e’rnsjBhave to reshuffle but 
we are a little short of numbers.” 

The game is a rematch of last 
season's enthralling semifinal 
which Everton won 2-1 in extra 
time after Luton had led for most 
of the tie. 

Luton expect to field the team 
which overran Arsenal 3-0 in their 
fifth round second replay on 
Wednesday, with Andy King lik- 
ely to face his former club. 

Southampton and Second Div- 
ision Brighton clash in the only 
other quarterfinal tie taking place, 
although Watford and Buiy meet 
in a fifth round replay. 

Brighton, finalists in 1983, will 


be boosted by the return of former *fi 
Aston Villa star Dennis Mortimer. 

Southampton’s England def- "Jj 
ender Mark Wright is also exp- 
ected to play after being slightly ■% 
concussed in Wednesday's fifth "•* 
round replay win over Millwall 
and will be eager to impress to W 
strengthen his claim for a World 
Cup place. a 

Senegal tops 1 

Egypt, 1-0 I 

CAIRO, Egypt ( AP) — Senegal -*f 
surprised Egypt I-G on Friday in & 
the opening game of the African ‘5 
Qip of Nations Soccer Cha- g 
mp Kmships as the Egyptians was- -v* 
ted several scoring chances. 3.1 

4* 

The score at halftime was 0-0. 

Before a crowd of 35.000 plus 
5,000 spectators from the armed 3 
forces in a stadium built for J 
100,000. the Egyptian team again 
proved its inefficiency. It created -S 
several good scoring opportunities --.$j 
but never managed to push the J 
ball past Senegal's excellent eoa- vg 
Uceeper, Sheikh Seek. -f 


3 WEEKS COMPUTER COURSES 

FOR ADULTS ^ Ufa 

AT HA YA ARTS CENTRE 

Tuesday. Sunday, Thursday, - 5>/ z -7. Starting 
1 1 -0-1 956. 3 

Course B: Saturday, Monday Wednesday - 51/2-7 sta~ 
artmg 10-3-1986. 

Fees JD 25 payable on registration 
Tel: 665195-665196 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahlfyyah Girls School 

Take away Is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

ZJmL 638968 


CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese food 
Friendly service 
Convenient location 
Also take-away service 

Open daily: Noon - 3:30 pjn. & 
6:30 p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle, 
opposite to 
AkUah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 

above homam 
SUPERMARKET 

Take away service avaflable 

Open daily 11:30 - 3:30 
and 6:30 - 11:00 . 

AQABA 

. Tel: 03-314415 



A 


Cinema 

CONCORD 

Tel: 677420 

DOIN TIME 

(Colour) 


Petfomtaneea - 3 30. B.OO. 0:30. , 1030 


Cinema 

RAINBOW 

Tel: 625155 

MR. MOM 

(Colour) 

Performances: 3:30, e.ttJ. 8.30- 


1k One- 

Philadelphia 

Tel: 634144 - 634149 

STRIBES 


(Colour) 

Performances. 3-30. BUO. 8:3 0. 10.-1S 


Cinema 

RRGHRDRN 

Tel: 622198 

STRICTLY 

CONFIDENTIAL 

(Arabic)" 

(Colour) 

* nuances: «■«!, 3.U0, soo. boo 


Cinema 

OPERA 

AMaS, bafalnd AltaflOtoKs . 

Tel: 675573 

THE PRIZE OF PERIL 

(Colour) 

p y* 0mwnc « - 330. eooi * 30 :. 
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v rperes alters strategy to prop up 
t debt-plagued enterprises in Israel 

X 1EL AVIV (Agencies) — Prime opposed by I fold Finance Min- ercsi rates and taxes if it wants to 
Minister Shimon Peres poshed ister Yitzhak Modai who views i: pro rapt real growth,” said Hebrew 
\ ahead Thursday wnh. plans to res- as a Labour Party attempt to con- University economist, Mr. Gur 


cue ddn^plagued Israeli firms 
despite mounting eriticssm of his 
sudden switch n economic str- 


mg tough austerity 
the past year, the 


After ii 
measures 


; ^ Labour Party leader has angered 
it . * rigjtf-wmg coalition par tners ' by 
k. urging that money be pumped into 
is several ailing enterprises lo stem 
v ueea^oymout. 
tji- He discussed bis rescue plan 
Thursday with two of the most 
It hard-pressed organisations, the 
V< - Kupat HoliraHealtiLFund and the 
*i Sold -Booeh construction firm, 
which have combined debts of 
more than half « bOfioo dollars. 


^ 1HUU lift. 

■ KupatHolimHealthRiadand the 

^ ‘kill a *i Sold -^ 0 »ch construction firm, 
, ^ which have combined debts of 

*V82 Gjiiii'. more thsa half abflfioa dollars. 

'a HQal r Dt 

frjr W Right-wing Likud bloc rain- 
. ' isters have charged that Mr. Peres’ 

/ersa^ CelehT Jfc aim fa to help Labour Prov- 
ide \J t l “ 'W 6 , affiliated cwganjsa lions before k»- 
^id?H ^FetUu' 1 ingthepaaniersbm. Mean October 
*e Sfc' : he fa due to switch posts with 

■ forward >&ud Foreign Minister Yitzhak 
TL ajld Mian/ ' Shamir , ander a rotation agr- 

h » «SS <x*cat,--::v 
d ‘olid ^ Mr. Peres wants to form and 
“ayenfa^^v head a mkustcriaJ com mince on 
together econo rmc growth. The move is 

Tin crisis ri 

'^ rge For nKn?^. LONDON <R) - A rescue plan 
r'^ r j^‘* ai£ 3t- ^ ixncd ar solving a four-man th cri- 
. Wjrd ,s 5 1 ^ sis which has brought world tin 
° defeat,. trade to a near-standstill collapsed 

1 "* a y hebtsi^jr . Thursday when it failed to win 
,J “ e national unanimous support from the Int- 


croi the economy after the rot- 
atkm. 

"Modai is not against economic 
growth. He believes fa must be 
step by step, and not now, when 
wa don’t have the resources for 
m»" a Modai aide told Reuters. 

Wednesday night. Mr. Peres 
defended plans to rescue Kupat 
Holim and Sole! Boneh, which are 
owned by the F&tadrut Trade 
Union Federation, and the private 
Hsdm Medical Equipment Com- 
pany. 

“What are we to say to these 
people ... wait q few years? Must 
we wait until more people are 
unemployed to help*.* Economic 
growth takes a few years. We must 
start now to assure the future," he 
told state television. 

Mr. Penes' new strategy has 
been criticised by economists who 
fear it will boost inflation and 
budget overspending. 

"if the government starts pou- 
ring out money there will be only 
nominal growth. It ■JmhH dec- 
rease its involvement, lower fatf- 


Offcr. 

"Israel is now using the meagre 
investment resources at its dis- 
posal not for growth but for pro- 
pping up tottering enterprises." 
wrote Jerusalem Post economic 
editor Mr. Shlomo Maoz. 

** While the rest of the world has 

started to invest in the future, Isr- 
ael isstill investing in the past." he 
said. 

Several Israeli companies, inc- 
luding the largest private building 
developer Kiarin, and textile 
manufacturer Ata. went bankrupt 
in 1985. Plans to sell Ata to new 
investors failed because of dis- 
agreement within the government 
about how much money it should 
invest and no attempt has been 
made to rescue Kiarin. 

Another company in trouble is 
Zi m. the national shipping line. A 
company source, demanding ano- 
n unity, said the Israel Cor- 
poration , a holding company 
which owns 50 per cent of Zim. 
has decided to give the gov- 
ernment its shares on condition 
the government tikes over 530 
million of debt guarantees. 


Tin crisis rescue plan collapses 


^ X P ires after ^ | emational Tin Council (TTC). a 
“ e has said he , leading banker said. 

n & hi* luck wiii) Mr. Peter Graham, chairman of 

^ a group of 1 i TTC creditor banks. 


r T . i ' sukl the council had told him it 
^ -L-j mfl jrHild notooHectzveiy agree an the 
^ rescue, under which a company, 
by the return^ Tinco, was to be setup to buy sur- 
iih star Demis Ik plus tin and sell it gradually over 
impion's four years to avert a collapse in 

iark b right I* P****- - 

piny after beu : . The London Metal Exchange 
■d in WednuJ' ( LME )» world's leading tin 
iplai win over w market ' suspended trading in the 
he eager to Wh metal oa Oct. 24 after the ITC said 
vn his claim font !t ^.nmoutof money to support 
ce . prices hi a glutted market by sto- 

„ ckpfliog surplus supplies. 

~~Z Delegates said Thailand and 

^QtU Indonesia, two of the world's lea- 
O w r J tfing producers, have effectively 
, . . - Hocked the rescue. 

pt, 1-0 


Banking and trade sources said 
that there was now a serious dan- 
ger that banks holding ITC tin as 
security for loans would try to sell 
it quickly, driving prices lower and 
making the rescue plan imp- 
ossible. 

“Under these circumstances, 
and there being no alternative 
plan available, I have informed 
the ITC and the London Metal 
Exchange that the banks now con- 
sider the mselves free to act in their 
own best interests." Mr. Graham 
said. 

Bankers and brokers had ext- 
ended a deadline for agreement 
on the plan by 24 hours to mid- 
night Thursday but threatened to 
stan selling 50,000 tonnes of sto- 
ckpiled tin which they bold as sec- 
urity for loans should the plan fail. 

Under the rescue package , ITC 
me tnber govern ments. bankers 
and brokers would have provided 
£270 million (5390 million )in risk 
capital for Tinco to boy up 80.000 
tonnes of tin stockpiled by the 


council. Proceeds from Tinco 
would have paid off ITC debts to 
bankers and brokers. 

Indonesia Said it rejected the 
plan in principle because it did not 
give enough guarantees against 
overproduction and a price col- 
lapse. Jakarta wants surplus (into 
be released over a longer period 
and it opposes export curbs, say- 
ing they would encourage non- 
ITC members to sell huge stocks 
of the metal. 

This would sen d prices t u mbling 
from £8,140 (511,800) a tonne 
when LME tin business was sus- 
pended. 

Thai delegate. Mr. Weerawit 
Weeraworawit, earlier said his 
country would not decide whether 
to back the plan until a cabinet 
meeting next Monday. Thailand, 
which has been asked to con- 
tribute £12.5 million (5 1 8 million) 
to the package, said it could not 
shoulder the burden because of its 
growing budget deficit. 


Et ^ i(l 6,000 TWA flight attendants strike 

am? — ; 

i_ Natans Sam (TWA) flight attendants went on eduled, Mr. Perry said. TWA, which was taken over las 


ntng game of d*£ usand Trans World Airlines 
i Nations Sans (TWA) flight attendants went on 
hips as the Eaypte- strike Friday,' setting up picket 
eral scorhg diao lines at airports across the United 
Stales as talks on management 
-core at halftone ? demands for cuts in their wages 
re a crow d of 35JP broke down, a union spokesman 
spectators from ik: said- 
in a stadium hi . ' 

U. the Eevpdate Union and management neg- 
us ineficiem’. lie otiaio y s 

& 3^ d * ad «“- <»« a>e “Iks smuS. 

r. Sbeikh Seek. 


TWA. the fourth largest U.S. 
airline in terms of passenger miles 
flown, vowed to continue service 
despite die strike. 

In a statement issued horn its 
headquarters in New York just 
after the stoppage, TWA said it 
would maintain some flights to all 
°f U.S. cities and 23 foreign 
cities, with the exceptions of Bar- 
celona, Copenhagen. Tel Aviv. 


URSES & 


fYOUR DAILY 

broscooe 


from the Carroll Rlghter Institute 


and Athens. 

TWA, which was taken over last 
year by Wall Street financier, Mr. 
Carl Icahn. has been training rep- 
lacements who could be called in 
to try to break the strike and has 
warned its flight attendants that 
they faced dismissal if they went 
on strike. 

The airline . which lost S 1 93 mil- 
lion last year, was demanding a 22 
per cent wage cut from the flight 
attendants and changes in work 
rules aimed at saving 588 million. 

The International Federation of 
Flight-attendants offered a 15 per 
cent wage cut, which it said would 
save the company $30 railfion a 
year. 


Tokyo, Bonn lower key interest rates 


TOKYO (R) — Japan Friday joined West Germany 
in lowering interest rates, a move that put pressure 
on the United States to join their bid to boost the 
world economy. 


The Bank of Japan said its dis- 
count rate — the fee it charges 
when lending to commercial 
tanks — would drop to four per 
cent on Monday. 

The present rate of 4.5 per cent 
had been in force since Jan. .Ml. 

West Germany's Central Bank, 
the Bundesbank, Thursday ann- 
ounced it was lowering its discount 
rate to 3.5 per cent from four per 
cent and was quickly followed by 
France and The Netherlands. 

The moves should result in che- 
aper loans for both companies 
plann ing to invest in new plant and 
families hoping to buy anything 
from a new car to a borne app- 
liance — in mm boosting demand 
for Third World commodities as 
well as casing debt repayments by 
developing nations. 

The Japanese cut. the second in 
just over a month, brings the dis- 
count rate to its lowest level since 
March iy78. 

Bank Governor Satoshi Sum ha 
said the reduction was designed to 
help prevent excessive swings in 
currency rates, strengthen dom- 
estic demand and help reduce 
Japan's massive trade surplus with 
the rest of (he world. 

Analysts said the reductions by 


West Germany and Japan set the 
scene for a oil by the U 5. centra! 
bank, the Federal Reserve (Fed). 

But Fed Chairman Paul Voi- 
cker has been reluctant to sanction 
a reduction because he feared it 
would trigger a free-fall in the dol- 
lar, which wtmld push up US. inf- 
lation by boosting prices for imp- 
orted goods. 

West Germany and Japan have 
now reduced their currencies' 
appeal to international investors 
and provided Mr. Volcker with 
roo m to manoeuvre . analysis said . 

A U.S. cut would give much- 
needed relief to the Third World, 
where loans largely are tied to 
.American rates. 

It would help bead off attempts 
by militants such as Peru to con- 
vince Third World debtors to 
unite against their industrialised 
creditors. 

Japan’s reduction will help 
boost a domestic economy buc- 
kling under the 25 per cent jump 
in the yen's value against the dol- 
lar over the last six months, ana- 
lysts said. 

The stronger yen has hard hit 
Japan's exporters, forcing them to 
raise prices and lose sales in the 
United Stales. 


But economists said another 
rate cut and hig her government 
spending would be needed soon to 
offset rite higher yen. 

The stock exchange meanwhile 
was driven into a frenzy by exp- 
ectations of the oil — announced 
after trading ended —and market 
average passed 1 4 .000 for the first 
time. 

After hitting 14.011.68, the 
average slipped slightly to end 
93.07 up at 13.994.6*3. above 
Thursday's record close of 
13.901.56. 

Turnover was a heavy 700 mil- 
lion shares 3gaissr 600 million on 
Thursday. 

The currency market had ant- 
icipated the Japanese cut 3nd the 
dollar closed little changed in 
Tokvo at i 79.63 yen against 
179:55 in New York. 22393 West 
German marks against 2.2433 and 
1.896? Swiss francs against 
1.89450. 

The British pound was worth 
b 1 .4408 compared with 1 .441 0 in 
New York. 

Third Work! to push for 
monetary conference 

Meanwhile, developing nations 
will push for an international 
monetary conference to include 
three basic themes — debt, pol- 
itical transfers and monetary ref- 
orm — Argentine Econr my Min- 


ister Juan SourruuDle said Thu- 
rsday night. 

He said the Group of 24 (G-24) 
developing nations proposes, as a 
first step, setting up a sub- 
committee within the context of 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the World Bank to 
prepare far the talks. 

"Effective reform of the int- 
ernational monetary system sho- 
uld be discussed in the context of a 
conference in which debr and the 
flow of funds to developing nat- 
ions must be included," he said 
after a meeting of finance min- 
isters and senior officials from the 
G-24 in Buenos Aires Thursday. 

The meeting was held to pre- 
pare the G-24'position for April's 
Interim Committee meeting of the 
IMF and to update the group's 
report on monetary reform Iasi 
August. 

The final ministerial com- 
munique said that while industrial 
nations have recognised the pol- 
itical nature of debt problems and 
the need for growth, the U5.- 
sponsored Baker plan is ins- 
ufficient to deal with recent plu- 
nges in oQ and commodity income 
in developing countries. 

Mr. Sounouille said that not 
only is the 520 billion in additional 
Baker plan lending not enough 
but that the G-24' is concerned 
over a continuing short-term app- 
roach by Western nations and 


excessive conditionality attached 
10 lending. 

"Adjusting our economies in 
present unstable economic con- 
ditions is ti logical. We must look at 
long-term solutions," he said. 

The G-24 also endorsed an 
Argentine proposal for se t ting dif- 
ferential interest rates for old and 
new- debt to offset the present high 
level of real interest rates. 

Mr. Sounouille said that while 
present trends towards lower inf- 
lation should lead to lower rates, 
the time lag has meant a con- 
firm mg hig h cost to debtors in real 
terms. 

He said Argentina would define 
what ponion'of its debts it would 
taiget for lower rates when it 
meets in April with banks to dis- 
cuss rescheduling payments for 
L9S6 and beyond. 

This proposal would also be 
promoted by the G-24 in the new 
subcommittee of the interim and 
development committees, which 
would be set up with ministerial 
representation from industrial and 

developing nations. 

The G-24 noted that its report 
on monetary reform and another 
by the Group of 10 iG-10) ind- 
ustrial nations were being dis- 
cussed by the IMF board but that 
differences still existed on inc- 
luding debt and capital transfers 
on the agenda. 


Sudan orders expatriates to 
remit annual earnings 

KHARTOUM (Agencies) — The government has ordered Sud- 
anese workers abroad to remit between 5500 and $3,000 of their 
earnings annually. As Sahafa newspaper repoprted Thursday. 

The order appeared aimed at generating currency for the cash- 
strapped govern meat from more than one million Sudanese working 
abroad, mainly in Saudi Arabia and Libya. 

As Sahafa quoted expatriate affairs secretary, Mr. Rabie Omar 
Bashir as saying each expatriate should commit himself to an annual 
compulsory remittance. 

Labourers would he required to remit at least 5500 a year, office 
workers $1 .000. professionals or university professors $2,000 and 
businessmen $3,000, he said. 

The dollars would be converted at the free market rate of 4.25 
Sudanese pounds to the dollar, he added. 

As an incentive, expatriate workers would gel customs duty exe- 
mptions on goods brought into the country in line with the size of 
their remittances, the newspaper quoted him as saying. 

Sudan has mounted a big drive to divert foreign currency away 
from the black market, which central bank governor. Mr. Ismail A1 
Malki has estimated absorbs SI .3 billion a year compared with only 
$400 million reaching official banks. 

Arab foods' to join efforts 
to revive afling economy 

Meanwhile, the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development 
and the Abu Dhabi Fund for Arab Economic Development are to 
join international efforts to help revive Sudan’s ailing economy. 

Experts from the two institutions will attend a conference here on 
Saturday with international and regional financing institutions, to 
seek ways of aiding the country. 

They will also discuss papers on various economic proposals, tog- 
ether with recommendations made by conferences held here las* 
month. 


Egypt cuts oil prices by % 5 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt Thursday slashed its ofl prices for die fourth 
time this year to maintain the competitiveness of its erode exports in a 
crumbling world oil market. 

The benchmark Suez blend and similar quality Ras Bahai grade 
were cut by $5 to $14 a barrel, effective from March I, an Egyptian 
General Petroleum Corporation (EG PC) official told Reuters. 

The heavier Belayim and Budran grades were cut by S4.75 and 
S4.70 respectively to $13.25 and $13.10 and the cheapest crude. Ras 
Gharib, by S4.40 to $12.10 a barrel. 


Study proposes creating artificial 
Islamic dinar to promote trade ties 


ANKARA (R) — Creation of an 
artificial currency, the Islamic 
dinar, is among proposals for an 
Islamic trade financing cor- 
poration to promote commercial 
cooperation a mong Muslim states, 
an Islamic bank study said. 

The corporation, due to be dis- 
cussed by trade ministers of the 
Islamic Conference Organisation 
(ICO) in Istanbul between March 
14 and 16. would finance non- 
traditional exports of the 42- 
member states, especially among 
themselves. 

An Islamic Development Bank 
(IDB) study on the scheme says 
the aim is to boost trade among 
ICO members faced with tariff 
and non-tariff trade barriers ere- 
cted by industrial countries. 

Non- traditional exports are def- 
ined as those representing an ave- 
rage of not more than 10 per cent 


of a country's exports over the 
preceding three years. 

Primary products would qualify 
for 18- to 30-month credits, int- 
ermediate goods 30 to 42 months 
and capital goods 42 to 60 months, 
the study added. 

It said transactions must con- 
form to Sharia (Islamic) (aw and 
gave as illustrations. Al Mur- 
abaha, forward sale with a profit 
mark-up, and Al Ijara. involving 
leasing. 

Draft articles of agreement for 
the corporation, made available to 
Reuters, say it would have aut- 
horised capital stock of a bfliion 
Islamic dinars, equivalent to $1 .16 
billion. 

The Islamic dinars wfll be equ- 
ivalent in value to the Int- 
ernational Monetary Fund’s Spe- 
cial Drawing Right (SDR). 

The amount would be divided 


into 100.000 shares of 10.000 Isl- 
amic dinars each to be subscribed 
by ICO members who chose to 
join, with a minimum of 300 each 
and the IDB taking 500. 

The corporation would have its 
headquarters with the I DB in Jed- 
dah, Saudi Arabia, and its gov- 
ernors would be the same 
member-state delegates. Bat the 
institutions would be financially 
separate. 

The IDB already has a short- 
term trade fmancmg function and 
covers member states' traditional 
exports. 

As well as subscriptions to cap- 
ital stock of tiie corporationTits 
resources would be deposits, 
funds from its operations and what 
are termed “the Issuing of fin- 
ancial instruments consistent with 
the principles of the Sharia.*" 


Panel defeats Reagan’s ’87 budget 


WASHINGTON (R) - President 
Reagan’s embattled month-old 
budget proposal was soundly def- 
eated Thursday by the Senate 
Budget Committee, which is con- 
trolled by fellow Republicans. 

The committee voted 16 to six 
to shelve the $994 billion spe- 
nd ing plan for 1987. Most mem- 
bers of Congress said the plan was 
dead on arrival in Congress. 

Republican loyalists who sup- 
ported the president accused opp- 
onents of "president bashing” by 
forcing a vote and the budget’s 
defeat. 

The committee trow plans to 
start drafting its own alternative 


budget for senate action. 

Similarly, House of Rep- 
resentatives budget committee 
chairman Mr. William Gray, an 
opposition Democrat, told the 
House Thursday Mr. Reagan’s 
budget would be voted on and 
defeated as expected before it wri- 
tes mi alternative budget plan. 

Mr. Reagan's budget hie been 
attacked by both Democrats and 
Republicans who assailed its pol- 
itkafiyunpopalar programme cuts 
as imrealstic and unacceptable. 

Many of Mr. Reagan’s budget 
plans cut into education, job tra~ 
inmg and nutrition aid, which are 
liked by a Congress facing ele- 


ctions. 

The entire Democratic- 
con trolled House and 34 of the 
100 seats in the Republican-led 
Senate wfll be decided in the Nov. 
4 national elections. 

The house had earlier voted 
overwhelmingly to slash funds for 
agricultural export programmes 
that had been widely condemned 
by other food-exporting nations. 

• 

- Congress acted to halve a $2 bfl- 

liou budget over the next three 
years for the export enhancement 
programme, a scheme that sub- 
sidfaes U^. agricultural products 
sold abroad. 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|$ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
(our ordinary words. 

if S' H' 


LERIN 


Andy Capp 


SILAA 

i 

n 



Crosswords not received 



'PUT THE 
KETTLE ON, 
F1A AND C 
I'LLHWE> 
; AiOOK 
l ATVOU j 






Yastefday*s 


WHAT JOKE© TOLC? 

©Y MOUNTAIN 
FOLK OFTEN ARE. 

l a 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BILGE FINAL : PUSHER INHALE 

Answer He stoops low because he’s anxious to do 
this— RISE HIGH 
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Dobrynin enters Kremlin ranks 

Gorbachev speech ends 27th party congress 


MOSCOW (R) — Kremlin chief Mikhail Gorbachev 
has brought new faces into a reshaped Soviet lea- 
dership, including the veteran Ambassador to Was- 
hington Anatoly Dobrynin, and. a woman trade 
union official. 


Id a closing speech to a lan- 
dmark Soviet Communist Party 
Congress Thursday. Mr. Gor- 
bachev put the accent on renewal. 
He also included criticisms of the 
United States but said Moscow 
would not be provoked into ent- 
ering a course of confrontation. 

"Regrettably, there are still 
those in the international com- 
munity who lay claims to some 
special, custom-made security.'' 
Mr. Gorbachev said. "This is evi- 
denced by the frame of mind in 
Washington.” 

The 27 th congress elected a 
307-raember policy-making Cen- 
tral Committee, including 136 
new faces, and this in turn made 
three appointments to the ruling 
politburo and five to the com- 
mittee's powerful secretariat, 
which runs the party machinery. 

Mr. Dobrynin, 66. Washington 
envoy for 24 years, entered the 
secretariat. So did Alexandra Bir- 
yukova. 57. the first woman to fill 


such a high post since 1961. But 
there were only about a dozen 
women elected to the Central 
Committee. 

There was no word on who 
would replace Mr. Dobrynin in 
the United States. As the Soviet 
Union's top diplomatic post, it 
would almost certainly have to go 
to a Central Committee member 
and a man knowledgeable about 
American affairs. 

Kremlin - Spokesman Leonid 
Zamyatin said Mr. Dobrynin 
would be difficult but not imp- 
ossible to replace. The State Dep- 
artment in Washington paid an 
unusual pub lie compliment by pra- 
ising his "long and distinguished 
career.” 

Western diplomats said Mr. 
Dobrynin appeared certain to 
head the party's influential Int- 
ernational Department, whose 
long-time chief Boris Poa- 
omaryov stepped down as a non- 
voting politburo member at the 


Duvalier arrives at new 
home in southern France 


GRASSE. France (R) — Ousted 
Haitian dictator Jean Claude 
Duvalier arrived early Friday at 
his new residence, a luxury villa in 
the French perfume capital of 
Grasse, after driving through the 
night under heavy police escort 
from the Alpine lake resort of Tal- 
loires. 

Duvalier. his wife Michelle and 
six relatives arrived in a limousine 
and two minibuses shortly before 
0800 GMT at the villa in an exc- 
lusive district of Grasse, which lies 
in the hills behind Nice on the 
Cote d'Azur. 

Police guarding the villa, owned 
by Dutchman Hubertus Nijssen. 
sa id Duval ier was the subject of an 
assigned residence order — a legal 
move by the French authorities 
permitting him to live in a spe- 
cified place but confining him wit- 
hin the region concerned, in this 
case the Alpes-Maritimes Dep- 
artment. 

Seconds after the Duvalier cav- 
alcade swept into the villa's 
high-walled grounds, police sea- 
led off the area. 

Grasse, a tourist centre, lies on 
the Route De Napoleon, the road 
followed by the French emperor 
when he returned to France from 
exile in Elba. 


Hie villa’s owner, contacted by 
telephone, told Reuters: "They 
are very, very tired and they are 
going to sleep for a few hours.” 

Asked how long Duvalier and 
his relatives would stay, Nijssen 
said: “I don't know, the cir- 
cumstances can change by the 
day.” 

He refused to disclose under 
what terms he had rented the pro- 
perty. but said he had been ann- 
oyed by the presence of some 25 
plain-clothed policemen he said 
were swarming over the place. 

The two-hectare (five-acre) 
property comprises a 10-room 
main villa and two smaller houses. 

Behind the high walls lie two 
tennis courts and a swimming 
pool, according to Nijssen. 

A spokesman for the Alpes- 
Maritiraes Prefecture in Nice, 
which handles administrative mat- 
ters for the area, said Duvalier was 
free to go where he liked within 
the department but said the ous- 
ted Haitian leader had been str- 
ongly advised not to do so. 

Diplomatic sources said Fra- 
nce's decision to assign Duvalier 
and his family to a residence 1 ind- 
icated it was now resigned to Duv- 
alier staying for an indetermined 
period. 


‘Nucleus of Halley’s Comet 
consists of at least 2 parts’ 


MOSCOW (R) — A Soviet sci- 
entist says the world's first colour 
pictures of the heart of Halley’s 
Comet show thatits nucleus, a bri- 
lliant red surrounded by yellow 
and green, consists of at least two 
parts. 

"We saw a double nucleus,” 
said Lev Mukhin, a member of the 
nine-nation team which sent up 
the Vega One space probe in Dec- 
ember 1984 to take photographs 
of the Comet. 

"We know that the nucleus con- 
sists of a minimum two parts.” 
Mukhin told Soviet television 
Thursday. He said this was an 
important advance because sci- 
entists had earlier known only that 
the nucleus was capable of dis- 
integrating. 

Scientists from different cou- 
ntries praised the Vega project as 
an example of how international 
cooperation in space could reap 
rewards. 

U.S. scientist Carl Sagan, who 
has published works on space exp- 
loration. told reporters in Mos- 
cow: "There is no question that 
this is a major step in our und- 
erstanding of Comets.” 

He described the data received 
as "first-class” and said fears that 
dust particles would damage the 
quality of the pictures had proved 
groundless. 

The nucleus of Halley's Comet. 


which passes near earth only once 
every 76 years, was revealed in the 
photographs as a sharp red, sur- 
rounded by a flare of yellow which 
was enveloped in green. The deep 
blue of space was shown in the 
background. 

Vega One approached within 
9.000 kilometres of the Comet 
and took more than 300 pictures 
in three hours. It was travelling at 
80 kilometres a second and was 
some 150 million kilometres from 
Earth at the time. 

Tire probe passed through the 
gas-and-dust outer layer of the 
Comet and was bombarded with 
about 1 00 dust particles a second. 
Vega One succeeded in measuring 
temperatures and studying the 
Comet's physical and chemical 
properties. 

A sister craft, Vega Two. is due 
to fly even closer to the Comet’s 
nucleus on Sunday and the Eur- 
opean Giotto Probe wilJ approach 
within 500 kilometres of the 
Comet on March 13. 

Some scientists have said they 
hope the pictures from Vega Two 
will be even better because it is 
equipped with more sensitive equ- 
ipment. 

The Vega project groups the 
Soviet Union, Austria. France. 
West Germany, Bulgaria, Cze- 
choslovakia. East Germany. Hun- 
ry and Poland. 
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congress. 

The number of voting politburo 
members rose to 12 with the pro- 
motion of Lev Zaikov, 62, who 
joined Mr. Gorbachev and ide- 
ology chief Yegor Ligacbev as the 
only man to combine a full pol- 
itburo place with a Central Com- 
mittee secretaryship. 

Mt. Zaikov has economic res- 
ponsibilities and has risen rapidly 
in the last few years. He was not 
even a Central Committee mem- 
ber until 1981. Diplomats said he 
appeared to have been a protege 
of the late President Yuri And- 
ropov. 

Mr. Zaikov' s successor as Len- 
ingrad party chief. Yuri Solovyov. 
61. and the Byelorussian party 
leader, Nikolai Slyunkov, 57. 
were made two of the politburo's 
seven non-voting members, rep- 
lacing Ponomaryov and Vice- 
President Vasily Kuzenetsov. 

Party Administration Chief 
Georgy Razumovsky. 50. pro- 
paganda chief Alexander Yak- 
ovlev, 62. and an academic sci- 
entist. Vadim Medvedev. 57. ent- 
ered the secretariat, which now 
has 11 members. 

In the Central Committee . dip- 
lomats were intrigued to see that 


Marshal Nikolai Qgarkov, who 
was dropped as chief of staff of the 
armed forces in 1984, retained his 
seat. 

An elder statesman to retain a 
committee seat after quitting his 
job was veteran Navy Com- 
mander Sergei Gorshkov. He was 
joined by his successor Vladimir 
Chemavin . 

Valentina Tereshkova, the first 
female cosmonaut and head of the 

State Women’s Committee, bec- 
ame one of a handful of women 
committee members. 

But Yuri Brezhnev, who rose to 
a first deputy foreign trade min- 
ister under hs father, lost his Cen- 
tral Committee candidate’s seat. 

In his speech. Mr. Gorbachev 
stressed the themes of renewal 
and a war on idleness, arrogance 
and corruption. He vowed to wipe 
out "parochialism, paper- 
shuffling and other bureaucratic 
obstacles." 

The congress also approved a 
five-year economic plan- gui- 
delines for economic development 
up to the year 2000 and a long- 
term ideological blueprint- Rev- 
ised internal party rules are also 
due to be published. 


U.S. panel approves 
$4.3b anti-terrorism bill 


WASHINGTON (R) -The For- 
eign Affairs Committee of the 
US. House of Representatives 
has approved a sweeping M 3 bil- 
lion anti-terrorism bill. 

The bill was designed to inc- 
rease security at UJS. embassies 
abroad and curb exports to cou- 
ntries that the United States lists 
as "supporters of terrorism.” 

The bill, approved by a voice 
vote . reflects intense U 5 , concern 
over terrorism and congressional 
determination to take steps aga- 
inst it. 

It now goes to the full House for 
a vote, expected in two weeks. 

The bill incorporates many 


ideas suggested by an advisory 
panel chaired by retired A dm. 
Bobby Inman and by Vice rPre- 
sident George Bush's ask force 
on combatting terrorism. 

The measure’s key provision is a 
five-year-construction pro- 
gramme to upgrade 254 US. 
embassies and other facilities ove- 
rseas to deter terrorist attacks, like 
the one that struck the U.S. Mar- 
ine headquarters in Beirut in Oct- 
ober. 1983, killing 239 ser- 
vicemen. 

Some 80 of these structures will 
be completely rebuilt, according 
to new. tougher standards. 


Bangladesh clamps tight 
security for Chinese leader 


DHAKA (R) — Tight security 
will surround Chinese President 
Li Xiannian when he arrivesforan 
official visit to Bangladesh Sat^ 
urday. the day the opposition has 
called a national strike against the 
government. 

The government Friday banned 
all political meetings and pro- 
cessions along the route Mr. Lfs 
motorcade will take. 

Police told Reuters special sec- 
urity forces would be posted Sat- 
urday within 15 kilometres aro- 
und the state guest house where 
Mr. Li will stay during his three- 
day visit. 

Opposition alliances linking 23 
political parties have called' the 
six-hour strike to protest against 


plans by President Hossain Moh- 
ammad Ershad to hold what they 
call *a doctored election” next 
month. ' 1 f • 

An opposition statement said 
the strike would not interfere with 
Mr. Lfs visit because it would end 
40 minutes before be is due to arr- 
ive. 

Mr. Li starts a five-nation Afr- 
ican and Sbuth Asian tour which 
will underline China’s wish to fos- 
ter ties with other developing cou- 
ntries. 

He wfll visit Bangladesh. Sri 
Lanka, Egypt. Somalia and Mad- 
agascar as part of China's con- 
tinuing drive to maintain a high 
profile in the Third World. 


16 NATO 
soldiers 
die after 
Norwegian 
avalanche 

NARVIK, Norway (R) -r- A total 
of 16 Norwegian soldiers taking 
part in NATO exerdses are bel- 
ieved to have perished after an 
avalanche near thus Arctic city, a 
NATO spokesman said Friday. 

Thirteen bodies have been rec- 
overed from under the snow in the 
valley Vassdalen since the ava- 
lanche on Wednesday, and three 
more soldiers are presumed dead, 
still buried under at least three 
metres of snow, he told Reuters. 

A military inquiry has been lau- 
nched into the accident after some' 
of the 12 soldiers who were dug 
out of the snow said they were 
ordered into the harrow-sided val- 
ley despite having seen two ava- 
lanches in the same spot on the 
same day. 

Norwegian newspapers accused 
military commanders of sending 
the company of troops into Vas- 
sdalen despite avalanche war- 
nings. One local resident said: 
"Sending those boys in there was 
genocide.” 

Three members of the company 
of 31 escaped uninjured, while the 
12 rescued alive suffered minor 
injuries. The death toll was the 
highest in a military accident in 
Norway since World War II. 

The NATO spokesman said the 
search for the remaining soldiers 
had been scaled down overnight 
because of atrocious weather. 

Rdscuers used dogs trained to 
sniff out avalanche victims during 
Thursday's search but only three 
dead soldiers were recovered. 
Surviving for more than a few 
hours under the snow was virtually 
inpossible. NATO officials said. 

Hie North AtlanticTreaty Org- 
anisation (NATO) called off the 
multi-million-dollar "Anchor 
Express’* winter exercise because 
the avalanche danger was still 
great. 

The exercise, involving 20.000 
troops from eight NATO nations, 
had been planned for two years 
and was designed to test the Vi ex- 
tern Alliance’s ability' to protect 
NATO's northern flank against 
surprise attack. 

The NATO spokesman said 
British and Dutch forces would 
stage a limited naval landing in 
northern Norway in the next two 
days, and U5.. Canadian, Italian. 
West German and Luxembourg 
troops would join Norwegians in a 
downgraded exercise on land. 

A spokesman for Supreme 
Headquarters Allied Powers Eur- 
ope (SHAPE) said in Brussels that 
NATO must continue to hold exe- 
rcises in Arctic weather conditions 
despite the disaster. 

Norway is a member of NATO 
but refuses to accept 
permanently-based foreign troops 
on its soil. NATO has worked out 
a complex plan of reinforcements 
for times of crisis, and the exe- 
rcises simulate a landing of such 
reinforcements. 


New Delhi imposes 
direct rule on Kashmir 


Soviet liner’s pilot surrenders licence 


WELLINGTON (R) — The New 
Zealand pilot who was navigating 
the Soviet cruise liner Mikhail 
Lermontov when it hit rocks bef- 
ore s inking has surrendered his 
licence and will not be prosecuted, 
the Transport Ministry said Sat- 
urday. 

The head of the inquiry into the 
sinking said meanwhile in a radio 
interview that pilot Don Jamison 
made a soap decision to take foe 
ship through a narrow passage on 
the north coast of New Zealand’s 
South Island. 

Marine Inspector Steve Pon- 
sford said Jamison had told the 
official inquiry that he decided ’"at 
the spur of the moment” to take 
the 20352-ton finer through "as 
the passage opened up to his 
view.” 


Jamison surrendered his pilot’s 
licence to the Transport Ministry 
Thursday night. 

The ship sank on Feb. 16 after 
hitting roots at Cape Jackson.' All 
409 passengers ana all but one of 
more than 300 crewmembers 
were rescued. 

PoosfortTs report released Thu- 
rsday said Jamison had navigated 
by sight and had not used charts, 
which Ponsfoid said Friday was 
not unusual. 

“ Cap t. Jamison knows that area 
like the back of his hand,” Pon- 
sford said. 

He said the pilot had taken 
small boats through the passage 
inside the Cape Jackson Lig- 
hthouse "bat he had never ever 
taken a full-sized commercial ship 
thro ugh the gap ” 


The Soviet embassy said in a 
statement Friday that preliminary 
contracts had been let for the 
removal of ofl from the ship’s 
bunkers but the fate of the liner 
itself would be decided in Mos- 
cow, 

Although the loss of the ship 
and a crewman were sad "the joint 
efforts of the Soviet seamen and 
New Zealanders have helped 
avert a greater disaster," it added. 

Hugh Jones, the head of the 
Transport Ministry’s Marine Div- 
ision, said in a statement that Jam- 
ison would not be prosecuted by 
the government. 

The pilot had "done the hon- 
ourable thing” by voluntarily giv- 
ing up his licence and the inv- 
estigation was dosed, he said. 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — The 
federal government Friday imp- 
osed direct rule rax Kashmir after 
the worst anti-Hindu riots there 
since T nr ^ an independence in 
1947. 

The decision followed demands 
in the federal parliament and in 
the national press for foe dismissal 
of the Kashmir government, .hea- 
ded by Chief Minister Ghniam 
Mohammad Shah. 

Federal authorities blamed foe 
state government for failing to act 
against foe rioting in the past two 
weeks. Kashmir police accused 
pro-Pakistan Muslim secessionists 
for foe violence. 

Night curfews and shoot- 
on-sight orders were m force in 
half a dozen towns in foe Him- 
alayan state. Newspaper reported 
that 43 Hindu temj^ were bur- 
ned or damaged, , many Hindu 
homes and shops attacked and 
Hindus were beaten up. 

* Kashmir is a disputed teiritoiy 
over which India- and Pakistan 
have fought wars in 1948 and 
1965. India controls two-thirds of 
Kashmir, including foe scenic val- 
ley, while the rest is controlled by 
Pakistan. 

Shah's government had been in 
office since 1984 with foe support 
of Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi* s 
Congress Party. 

Mr. Ghandhi’s cabinet dis- 
missed the state government after 


the Congress Party’s leader in 
Kashmir withdrew his support for 
Mr. Shah, reducing Shah’s group 
to a tiny minority in foe state ass- 
embly. _ . . . 

In New Delhi, Mr. Shah had 
pleaded unsuccessfully with Mr. 
Gandhi not to dismiss his gov- 
ernment. Shah was later flown 
b a ck to Kashmir in a plane owned, 
bv foe Border Security Force. 

" On Wednesday President Moh- 
ammad Zia Ul Haq said Pakistan's 
main dispute with neighbouring 
India was over foe Himalayan 
state of Jammtr and K ashm ir. 

But he ««irl Pakistan wanted a 
peaceful solution of the issue, over 
which foe two countries have fou- 
ght two of three wars between 
them since their independence in 
1947. 

"If war could be a solution, the 
issue would have been solved 
much earlier," Gen. Zia said at a 
dinner given by Pakistan- 
administered Kashmir President 
Sardar Abdul Qayyom. 

Foreign Minis ter Sahabzada 
Yaqub Khan Wednesday also rej- 
ected Indian claims to a disputed 
glacier in northern Ka s h m ir. 

The defence secretaries of the 
two governments met here in Jan- 
uary to seek a peaceful settlement 
of foe dispute rax the Siacfaen Gla- 
cier where their troops have da- 
shed in foe past two years, and 
another meeting is due in April. 


Punjab attack claims 7 lives 


CHANDIGARH. India (AP) - 
One more victim of a terrorist att- 
ack died in hospital Friday, raising 
the death toll to seven in a failed 
attempt to kill a moderate Sikh 
leader, police said. 

.Another 13 people were wou- 
nded in the hail of machine-gun 
fire during the Thursday attack in 
Punjab state, police said, 

Punjab Chief Minister Surjit 
Singh Samala. president of the 


Sikh moderate Akali Dal Party, 
expressed shock over the incident. 

Opposition deputies walked out 
of the state legislature in Cha- 
ndigarh Friday after the chairman 
refused to admit a motion seeking 
to censure Mr. Barnala's 
4- month-old government. • 

The deputies claimed that law- 
and order had broken down in 
Punjab, home of India's .13 

million-member Sikh sect. 


Austrian leader warns against 
‘opening political graves’ 


VIENNA (R) — Austrian Pre- 
sident Rudolf KircfaschJaeger has 
stepped into the controversy over 
the alleged Nazi past of former 
United Nations Secretary- 
General Kurt Waldheim, one of 
the men bidding to succeed him, 
and has warned against "opening 
political graves.” 

Mr. Kirchsehaieger. 70. who 
steps down as Austria's president 
after two terms in office, appealed 
for calm in the furore surrounding 
Mr. Waldheim, whom he suc- 
ceeded as foreign minister in 
1970. and who is one of the top 
two candidates for the [Residency 
in elections on May 4. 

Speaking at a ceremony to cel- 
ebrate World Freedom Day at 
Vienna's United Nations City 
Thursday night, Mr. Kir- 
chschiaeger said, without directly 
mentioning the debate about Mr. 
Waldheim’s past that people sho- 
uld not succumb to sen- 
sationalism. 

"Should we not fear that we 
might open political graves which 
can only be covered up again at 
great expense if at all, when we 
have to stand together again," he 
said. 

The New York Times reported 
on Tuesday that Mr. Waldheim, 
U .N. chief from 1972 to 1982, had 
belonged to the Nazi brownshirts 
and foe Nazi student organisation 
after Hitler annexed Austria in 
1938, and was later in a military 
unit that had committed atrocities 
in Greece and Yugoslavia. 

Mr. Waldheim, 67, has emp- 
hatically denied membership in 
any Nazi group and said he was 
unaware of any atrocities while 
serving as a junior staff officer 
under Gen. Alexander Lohr, who 
was executed for war crimes in 
1947. 


The conservative Austrian 
People’s Party (OEVP) which 
backs Mr. Wal dheim has come out 


in full support of their candidate 
and says he was fuHy cleared of 
any Nazi complicity in inv- 
estigations into his past 40 years 
ago when he applied for, and obt- 
ained, a job in foe Foreign Min- 
istry. 

An OEVP spokesman said the 
entire campaign had been orc- 
hestrated to discredit Mr/ Waf- 
dheim’s bid for the presidency and 
accused the ruling Socialist Party 
of implication in passing doc- 
uments about Mr. Waldheim to 
foe New York Times and the 
World Jewish Congress (WJC). 

Tbe Socialists have denied the 
accusations. Their candidate for 
the presidency, former Health 
Minister Kurt Steyrer, said he was 
convinced Mr. Waldheim would 
be able to deaf up "current mis- 
understandings’.' 

Last Sunday the WJC released 
documents on Mr. Waldheim's - 
alleged Nazi past and its General 
Secretary Israel Singer said in | 
New York Thursday foe Israeli 
government had pledged to assist 
foe WJC in its probe of Mr. Wal- 
dheim’s wartime activities. 

On Thursday the Yugosav daily 
Vjesnik said documents recently 
unearthed ia war archives m Cro- 
atia showed that Mr. Waldheim 
had been a member of German 
units taking partin operations aga- 
inst partisans and had bun awa- 
rded a' high decoration for his ser- 
vices. 

Mr. Waldheim has denied Jie 
took an active partin fighting, cit- 
ing a previous wound, and said the 
decoration, "King Zvonimir’s 
Crown wife Oak Branches," was 
routinely awarded to all staff, off- 
icers. 

The controversy over Mr. 
Waldheim has so for been mairing 

omroarativetv small WflVPC fra A i if 


tria and , Mr. Waldheim himself is 
continuing his electioneering tour 
of Austria’s provmoes in Styria. 


Reagan aid for Contras in jeopardy after more Congress votes 



Pregnant woman j, 

saves 2 children • J 
before bearing -i 

her own 1 

SINGAPORE (R) — Apregha^ 
woman snatched tw-o children 
from their blazing home and thed 
give birth to her own child just J 
few hours later. Singapore polic^ 
said Friday. Letch mi Marmuth^ 
27. a ex -nurse, was rushed to has 
pita! after grabbing her cdorin'i 
sleeping two-year-old son .ana 
four-year-old daughter as ftresfrij 
ried through their old house. Shi 
now has a 3 3 kflogra mm e sgfo j 

Iranian brings - j 
12 years old bride ... j 
into Britain ] 

LONDON (R) — British policy 
has said they were mvestigatint 
whether an Iranian student wha 
brought his 12-year-oki br.rde .tl 
Britain was violating Isms fori 
bidding sexual intercourse with | 
minor. The girl. Elba m Bahrain, ig 
going to school in the northern riit 
of Manchester, where she is living 
with her 27-year-old husbaog 
Mohsen Nik baht. Conservative 
parliamentarian .Geoffrey Die 
kens, who campaigns against chfk 
abuse, has called on the gov 
emment to prosecute Nikbaht few 
a "monstrous violation of out laws 
to protect children." He has ahr 
tabled questions in parliarces 
asking foe government why tin 
girl was admitted to Britain, where 
sex is illegal under the age of 
Home Office Junior Mimstel 
David Wadding ton said -in a tel| 
e vis ion interview 1 the govern raera 
would work to change iraih 
ignition rules "right now’’ to stoj 
the admission of child brides inK 
Britain.. 

. ’ ’ ““ 

Mummy sent by post' 
to German magazine 

MUNICH. West Germany (R) JJ 
A West German magazine has; 
received an ancient lnca murnrayji 
through foe post along with a pled! 
to ease poverty in Peru, police has? 
said. The mummy arrived in a j 
brown cardboard box at the. off- j 
ices~of foe Bunle weekly .op Moq- j 
day in this- south German . rity. j 
"When I saw the box.T laughed j 
and said: T bet there’s a body in 3 
there’” Bunfe journalist Beatfr 
Wedekind told Reuters. Police' 
declined to identify the sender but [ 
confirmed there was an aec- s 
ompanying letter saying he bad ; 
been to Peru and had been moved } 
by foe poverty there to seek help. 1 
Archaeologists were examining j 
the mummy to determine its age, ' 
foe police spokesman said. He was ’ 
unable to say whether it would be 
returned to South America. The 
mummy bad been sent to foe man ■ 
by friends in Pern. "We are inv- ■ 
estimating whether it is a criminal ; 
offence to import a mummy into - 
West Germany." he said. 

India opens first j 
AIDS clinic 

BOMBAY, India (R) — India.- 
which has yet to register its first-; 
case on AIDS, has opened itsfiist ! 
clinic for the detection of foe dea- 3 
dly disease. The clinic at Jam- \ 
shedji Jeejeebhoy Hospital here j 
has been set up by foe private Ind- j 
ian Health Organisation (IHO)ih'* 
collaboration with foe Mah- 3 
arashtra state government. "We 
certainly cannot escape from . 
AIDS. There are reasons to bel- j 
ieve that AIDS might have air- J 
eady made its entry into this cou- j 
ntry," I.S. Gilada. I HO ; 


WASHINGTON (R) — President 
Reagan's b 100- mil lion aid plan 
for Nicaraguan rebels is in serious 
jeopardy after a series of con- 
gressional votes and den- 
unciations by lawmakers over all- 
eged high-pressure tactics by the 
White House. 

Despite signs his intense cam- 
paign was backfiring, Mr. Reagan 
showed no move to rompro raise 
and said he would soon employ a 
favourite strategy — a national 
television appearance to rally 
Americans to convince Congress 
to approve the package. 

The House Appropriations and - 
Foreign Affairs Committees Thu- 
rsday brought to four foe number 
of panels mat have disapproved 
foe proposal this week, while foe 
House Armed Services Com- 
mittee gave Mr. Reagan Bis only 
victory. 

The committee actions, alt- 
hough only a test of sen time at, 
pave foe way for a crucial vote of 
foe foil House of Representatives 
on March 19, which many con- 


“Wifo this string of votes the 
momentum is clearly on the side of 
those who advocate a peaceful, 
economic and diplomatic solution 
to the very serious problems in the 
region,” Democrat Vic Fazio of 
California said. 

Mr. Reagan contends aid for foe 
"COntra” -rebels seeking to ove- 
rthrow the leftist Sandmista gov- 
ernment would prevent Com- 
munism from establishing a bea- 
chhead in Centra] America. 

His proposal includes $70 mil- 
lion in military assistance and $30 
mflfion in aid for non-lefoal mat- 
erials, essentially doubling in one 
package the total amount of U.S. 
aid given the rebels since foe pro- 
gramme started in 1981, con- 
gressional sources said. 

It would also remove all res- 
trictions on use of the funds, ope- 
ning the door to renewed inv- 
olvement by foe Central Int- 
elligence Agency (CIA) and acc- 
ess to CIA covert accounts. 

Congress cut off covert military 
aid in 1984 and last year approved; 


Democrats opposing Mr. Rea- 
gan’s five-year-old programme of 
support for the rebels reject mil- 
itary aid and say it continues a fai- 
led policy of militarism over neg- 
otiation and puts the United Sta- 
tes at odds with allies in the region. 

But even Mr. Reagan’s pro- 
spects in the Republican-led Sen- 
ate dimmed Thursday when 
Nancy Kassebaurn, Republican of 
Kansas, a respected moderate, 
sharply criticised the adm- 
inistration’s "simplistic rea- 
soning” as "highly offensive” and' 
said foe could not support foe 
package. 

"1 believe a credible CMecan be 
made for providing sonje ass- 
istance to the resistance forces ... 
(but) so Car, that case has not been 
made.” she said in a Senate spe- 
ech. 

It is expected that once foe cur- 
rent plan is defeated. Mr. Reagan 
and Congress will compromise on 
an alternative aid package. Dem- 
ocrats and Republicans have alr- 
eady begun talks. 

Mr. Reagan has personally inv- 


to make a choice between sup- 
porting him or foe Communists m 
Latin America. 

The flamboyant, often harsh 
rhetoric has 1 inflamed many 
lawmakers, who insist they ought 
to be able to differ with foe Pre- 
sident and not have their pat- 
riotism questioned. 

Democrat Michael Barnes* of 
Maryland said accusations that 
members of CcJngress and others 
who apposed Mr. Reagan’s policy 
were “Communist dimes would be 
laughable if they didn't come from 
the president of foe United States 
and his top advisers.” 

"These statements are foe 
moral equivalent of McC- 
arthyism,” Barnes charged' in a 
reference to the late red-hunting 
Sen. Joseph McCarthy. 

In Capitol Hill meetings Thu- 
rsday, Secretary of State George 
Shultz tried to calm incensed con-, 
gressmen and ensure them their 
patriotism was not being imp- 
ugned. 

Democrat Dan Gfickman of, 
Kansas told reporters later that 


Reagan and others but "he tried to 
neutralise” their impart 

Back at the White House. Mr. 
Reagan kept up the analogy, tel- 
ling Republican leaders: *Tve had 
enough experience with Com- 
munist subversion back in my 
former profession (film actor) to 
know that a great many people are 
deceived and not aware that what 
they’re doing is inimical to foe int- 
erests of foe United States." 

Meanwhile Honduras said Thu- 
rsday it would not help funnel aid 
to Nicaraguan guerrillas if the 
U.S. Congress approved a new 
assistance programme. 

"The Honduran government 
has not authorised any group or, 
foreign government to channel 
any type of aid to insurgents in 
neighbouring countries,” Hon- 
duran Foreign Minister Carlos 
Lopez Contreras told reporters 
after a National Security Council 
meeting. • 

m> declaration contradicts an- 
impfimtfon by US. Secretary of 
State .George Shill tz on Tuesday 
that Honduras might hehythe reb- 
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orted a case erf AIDS — Acquire 
Immune Deficiency Syndrome - 

whirh oorv i. ■ .. 


sen blood from high-risk pwnps 
including homosexiuris,;'-pKL- 
stitutes, haemophiliacs and int- 
ravenous drug abusers, and send- 
foe samples to the United States 

frxr testing, Gilada said. 

Turkey passes 
anti-pornography law 

Ankara (rj _ The Turidsi 

^rlnmanf L— . — , 


nas passed afrffl tt 
trctthe sale of publications f 
to be pornographic. Undei 
mu, a committee will decide 
J er a publication is fit forsa 
Jose under 18, with confotm 
nie wayumay.be sold if itfeill 
test. The bill, which provide 
fines of loWfion 
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